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Almost at a leap Tess thus changed from simple girl to complex woman. Symbols
of reflectiveness passed into her face, and a note of tragedy at times into her voice.
---her aspect was fair and arresting; her soul that of a woman whom the turbulent
experiences of the last year or two had quite failed to demoralize. But for the
world's opinion those experiences would have been simply a liberal education. (7,
XV, 99)
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Having the natural feelings of a tradesman at finding that a job he should have been
called in for had been unskillfully botched by his customers among themselves, he
was disposed to say no. Yet the dignity of the girl, the strange tenderness in her
voice, combined to affect his nobler impulses - or rather those that he had left in
him after ten years of endeavour to graft technical belief on actual scepticism. The
man and the ecclesiastic fought within him, and the victory fell to the man. (7,
XIV, 96)
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Yet although Hardy became an agnostic, he remained emotionally involved with
the Church: many of his writings dramatize aspects of the pernicious influence of
religious doctrines or the ineffectuality of institutional Christianity, but he could also
evoke a wistful sense of the loss of an earlier, simpler faith, or affirm the lasting
value of Christian Charity. In short, one thing that sets Hardy apart from many

of his contemporaries was his capacity to hold the wide variety of “impressions” of



religion that inform his writings.

One manifestation of the way Christianity remained a persistent influence on
Hardy's writings is that his fiction is saturated with biblical allusions. Critics have
disagreed on how effectively Hardy used them, as commentaries on his reference
to Satan reveal, but scriptural and other religious allusions in Hardy’s fiction are
distributed unevenly, and in some novels they form patterns that obviously play
important roles. [Schweik 2007:55-56]
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Against the peaceful landscape, the pale, decaying tints of the copses, the blue air
of the horizon, and the lichened stile-boards, these staring vermilion words shone
forth. They seemed to shout themselves out and make the atmosphere ring. Some
people might have cried ‘Alas, poor Theology!" at the hideous defacement - the last
grotesque phase of a creed which had served mankind well in its time.( 7 XI, p.79-80)
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She had not thought of that, but a name came into her head as she proceeded with

the baptismal service, and now she pronounced it:



‘SORRW, I baptize thee in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost.” --Then their sister, with much augmented confidence in the efficacy of
this sacrament, poured forth from the bottom of her heart the thanksgiving that
follows, uttering it boldly and triumphantly in the stop-diapason note which her
voice acquired when her heart was in her speech, and which will never be forgotten
by those who knew her. The ecstasy of faith almost apotheosized her; it set upon
her face a glowing irradiation, and brought a red spot into the middle of each cheek;
while the miniature candle-flame inverted in her eye-pupils shone like a diamond. -
She did not look like Sissy to them now, but as a being large, towering, and awful -

a divine personage with whom they had nothing in common. (7" XIV, 94-5)
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She leant against the chest of drawers, and murmured incoherent supplications for
a long while, till she suddenly started up.

‘Ah! perhaps baby can be saved! Perhaps it will be just the samel

She spoke so brightly that it seemed as though her face might have shone in the
gloom surrounding her. (7, XIV, p93-94)
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[I)f Providence would not ratify such an act of approximation she, for one, did not
value the kind of heaven lost by the irregularity - either for herself or for her child.
(T, XIV, 95-6)
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spectral, half-compounded, aqueous light which pervaded the open mead, impressed



them with a feeling of isolation, as if they were Adam and Eve. (7, XX, 130) &4
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the spot where the cows lay, often made him think of the Resurrection hour. He little
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Against the north wall was the empty stone coffin of an abbot, without a lid. In this
he carefully laid her. Having kissed her lips a second time, he breathed deeply, as if
a greatly desired end, were attained. Clare then lay down on the ground alongside,
when he immediately fell into the deep dead slumber of exhaustion, and remained
motionless as a dog. (7, XXXVII, 249)
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[TThis young wife of his was as deserving of the praise of King Lemuel as any
other woman endowed with the same dislike of evil, her moral value having to be
reckoned not by achievement but by tendency. :--In considering what Tess was not,
he overlooked what she was, and forgot that the defective can be more than the
entire. (7, XXXIX, 265)
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Tess, really tired by this time, flung herself upon an oblong slab that lay close at

hand, and was sheltered from the wind by a pillar. Owing to the action of the sun



during the preceding day the stone was warm and dry, in comforting contrast to
the rough and chill grass around, which had damped her skirts and shoes. (7, LVIII
393)
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The eastward pillars and their architraves stood up blackly against the light, and
the great flame-shaped Sun-stone beyond them; and the Stone of Sacrifice midway.
Presently the night wind died out, and the quivering little pools in the cup-like
hollows of the stones lay still. (7, LVIII, 395)
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He went to the stone and bent over her, holding one poor little hand; her breathing
now was quick and small, like that of a lesser creature than a woman. All waited
in the growing light, their faces and hands as if they were silvered, the remainder
of their figures dark, the stones glistening green-day, the Plain still a mass of shade.
Soon the light was strong, and a ray shone upon her unconscious form, peering
under her eyelids and waking her. (7, LVIII, 395-6)
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And it was I who did it all,
Who did it all;
‘Twas I who made the blow to fall
On him who thought no guile.
Well, it is finished - past, and he
Has left me to my misery,
And I must take my Cross on me

For wronging him awhile. (7, Appendix IV, 488)
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As soon as they had strength they arose, joined hands again, and went on. (7, LIX,
398)
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