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How African American Students Learn US History:

Comparative Study of Historical Perspectives among Races

Tomomi Kawakami
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School is really, was not special enough, my first experience of checking
of things, where I picked and find some in the library and study stuff,
or knowledge you get in internet, I usually copy and spots to study, yea,
that would be good way, or maybe monuments, there have like a lot of

information... really there.
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They don't teach a lot of about slavery in high school because they really
don’t have time for it, though, but it is important topic, you know, when
you are high school student ...

I guess they teach in different way, because my friend had a African
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American guy who I never had as my teacher, you know, but outside of
the class, you know, he would tell me about the current (issues), which
My Caucasian teacher wasn't teach me, I don’t know why that was, maybe
there would not be a clever structure, you know, if she didn’t teach it in
the class, that's the kind of things. My African American teacher’s friend,
you know, he teach me about that's kind of things that I've never learned

in the class.
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by HEND SO S, FARORELREE THRUGER O AEEAE S iz b
DTHHILEFERIIES>TWAS, Eld, WGEHINIZE2HET7T 7Y HFRT 2
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LT, BEOHEZLERIIH LT, COHBPA T TH S L) BilkzFio
TEBEZTVD,
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HEMND LLIFBEENLRBERBICDHEE LS Z &b o720 AAUS TH B

Ald, EROBHIIGRR 2 2 AL SITE LBV E RO X9 125> Twb,

A IGERNIZOWTHAR L &, TONEDSHEHSDPBUAMITIBIE S
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LTWw/z hed, BEEZOMRRDE)FEZ X, LTV zh b,
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When I learned about slavery era, I felt I was politically corrected from

the contents. They manufactured, constructed the reason to have slavery
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system at the moment. However, I heard different story from my dad in
those time. African American created BBQ when they were forced to eat
the unwanted meets that their slave owners didn’t eat. They were smoked
with woods like Hickory and Cherry wood to provide flavor and then

cooked in Big Pitts, which now considered an American Food Style.
F 74> AAUS DAEFETH S Cldy IRD K I IZFE-> TV 5,

C: HEDK, BHOKRTILSADI LA LG o7b kiiliE
ZOHOOED, W (Hh) BRGEHIOHTA4 2 HEHD 720122 L
T2DODPEREDH > TN E) 2 WOV HELR LA TR & 2
BLlzble bh»s 2 S (WEHT) ZEWTWwWELZA00RITFLD
LTk, TH, RIFHITHES IZBBEEZ LTy v A T, 72724¢
FLTWALEFELTwED L, HAERBRLBEICS 5 L5 IR#ES TW
el Hz T NTzbe BHOITARYBIZOWWIER 725 72b X

The second year we talked about a lot of things history book, slavery is
one of them. He just made sure we knew that people in slavery actually did
fight to be free, not just they're victims. You know, they tried to get out of
where they worked. But the book just make like they are victims, they just
tried to involved, he got shy. The teacher told us like more they are really

far while. I think it was really good time.
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Ah, I don’t like the book which I read. I read “Rising Sun”, which about
African American struggles and ... They did not target on classic books,
just like what like, all of my life was tough because I am African American,
is more about African American when they in like, during Civil Rights
Movement and when they was like more in rights or in struggles. More
like that ... and I don’t even read, ah I don’t even like the book based
on Franklin Roosevelt, like that kind of one. And other poem, and we

analyzed that the poem in Africa.

Wi, BADIE ) OBO B OREED S, BAOBEE 2R IRI DV T -
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BV, FHRNEZDOLOPENLDTH LD, £9) LEEEIMBEZ L
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D: B SH 720 T Mo TV IS, T7IART AU AN
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NAEGRE) ZEFEZMBOIHE LenE/]), b LELLEIREST
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Whe TLTT7UART AV ANZ, bLEhz L THHEEHIZZ
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Around the time of civil war, you know, African American were slave ...
and slave ... Civil War is like, you know, slavery ... a kind of ..., most of
northern Illinois we didn’t have slave ..., so and then ... eventually, slavery
abolished.

Umm ... It is not unnecessarily information, but I think the information is

bad and they don't like to have true. If we did like a presentation or project
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or something, it might have been like something ..., and I think that
African American person, if they take very seriously, you know ... because
they feel, you know, my ancestor treated like this by you people. (He

indicated by the finger) by Caucasian people ... and get upset.

E720 D ICHEHNC O W T OERFEEL ZT UBRLBI LD o 7o &) hE i
5L, BIEERHRIEHIOWTHRBERIANEBFF L2 b2, 1BEAY
BB ZWHRTTH ) GEH] R R RMEGES) 12D W TOHERD S S 7
Ebobhpolzb B2 TWh,
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o7,

I guess my opinion didn’'t change, because I didn’t have opinions before

that, because I didn't think of that. So I would say yes, it didn’t change.

IHXROANERET 13 FAEN DB IO NGO W TR SADT
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RETY,

S HNE, FHIRIZIITYRELTEHE-7255, AIFHRPEIITE
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ICENRTW2E I A TR, $oLZITIREALDM#EZITITE
7oLy FTTREREL o220 DI ETY, WEZITHGERIZA 4
CREEGZTwH L AANIHRLZZED, W7 7Y A TIEAXI
WO, 2 LenOPrZOMHBZHESTHWL L, EoLEHNS
HCDREDT XA Y LTwD, 22T AR ERN -
TWbo MOHVEIE [ZALRILITBREDFH L] LlsTwziihy
by KA To0iE, HlEETEEWITIRE T ZAFENIZE- T
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We made the class started in many different ways, when you were
younger, “Oh, one hundred years ago, Black people were slaves, and they
got violence, and white people took them from Africa,” and when you've
got older, they get little bit more into violence stuff, actually went on.
It's kind like to say, just because, Ok, I raised as a Jewish, I went to
Sunday school and you learned about “Oh, we've been slaves in Egypt”
and you learned Israel stuff, and holocaust stuff, and violence and some
kind of history, I am kind of used to that. I mostly just accept it something
else over the past, and just as I grew up more, it is like, it is still slavery
influences people, it is still like, whites promised still like, I am sure people
in South Africa still find why they don't sign it, probably they might not
follow anymore, but they still sign X. They still have racism and stuff.
I guess when I was younger “Oh it is in the past, past”, but when I get

older, they still have racism, not common like used to be, but ...

Wiz 7 70 A RT A1) A AOWHIZE NIRRT WTA LR EIR L
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US history classes are pretty dry, just see information, I mean, the most
interactive that we got are finding, when they explain how they took
people over on their boat side by side, you had no wake over the room,

just the condition. And, everything, it was very clear.
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Because of my parents, especially my dad, he was born in 1961. He had
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to go through integration. ... Those stories like getting beaten up after
school, food thrown up at you on the side walk. Parents did not want their
black kids to go to the school with light kids. On the way to school, they

were, like tapped to scare black kids to go back home.

B : BAOMEHEZ ORRIATAR S o Tzl LT b, ik
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my grandparents can tell something happen back in the day whatever, she
always told us about a story about how the world was so much different,
civil rights something like stuff. When her friends took her to a diner one
day, she had to eat in a back. This was happened in Mississippi, where
they grew up. All African American had to eat in the back, and she didn’t

wanna eat in that, it supposed to be a good burger dinner in all over there.
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I would say, some kinds between 1950s and 1970s, when they had Civil
Rights movement going on. That's important because I think it is a very,
a lot of changing time, you know, before African American, because,
you know, that became, like I said, Civil Rights Movement fighting for ...
people of color to have equal rights, you know, hahaha, so that's the time
is important for me ..., I mean, back in the day they do slavery, you know

Harriet Tubman, right? In those time is very important because ...
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I have to say, “Discovery of America”, because that the start of “American”

history.
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What I am going to have to say is, Independent. Well, I have to say that
people who set up with the government, they wanted to change and they
came to the United States, they meet changes they really want, whatever
the religion that they really wanted to believe in and they get want to
baptize probably, and they don’t wanna prejudice on any other believe, so

it is more about freedom on the government.
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Umm ... It really hard to say ... I don't know ... (one minute past)... [ guess
it is around Industrial Age. Everything just started booming, people start
gaining cars, people built the building higher, and so people start using
elevators around all the stuffs. (Q: So it is around 1900-1920s? ) At the
there. (Q: Why do you think so?) Because If I've got today, if you looked
up everything today, technology wise it's been greatly increasing over the
time after the industrial age coming, boomed. I mean it used to be where
you got a car in a last, you quite a while ... I try to remember my grandpa
show me the license I don't think he had to do anything to get it, and in
fact he get the first car he came up to the idea to put the turn the signal on

there ...
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1. Which time period of US history do you think it's important for you? Why do you think so?

GREBROPT—FEELL B RFRIZVOTTI N ? 2R EI LTEIRIDTT R ?

2. Who is the greatest person in the US history? Any reasons?

FEPERELOPTHREREANYZLEBECET TP HAZH) EIT0?

3. Where is the most believable place to go to get information about history? (teacher,
textbook, family members or relative, minister or church group, club or organization,
books)

FERIZOWTOHMIERICE I TRADOTT 22 (B #iili. HEH. KRB &,

HELLKRZDY =5 —. 757 LMK A%L)

4. What family stories have been run down in your family?

RIRTR AL S TVBEHIEH ) 557

5. Have you talked with your family about US history? If so, what was the topic?

ARELIIOVWTRIETHA LB ETL? B LEY) RS, Py ZIEMT

EI/AN

6. Have you talked with your friends about US history outside of the class? If so, what was
the topic?

BREVICOVWTHRZZORANEFEG L2 ERDHYFITHL?HLEI LR FE Y 713

TEH?

7. In the class, what did you learn about Slavery?

FAROBE T, WEEHNCOWTME 2 OFE Lz ?

8. Did you change your perspective to see slavery? If so, what is the difference?

WG 2 A > 72 IC D R 7o OBTIEEDL D F L2202 b LEI 26, [MPEDLY FL

AdN

9. Do you have any opinions about the way slavery is taught?

BRI OB TCERIZH Y F95?

10. How have African Americans been treated unfairly in the past?

BEIBWC, EI)TT7VHRT AV ANIALFIHEDRTAFE L ?

11. In the class, what did you learn about civil rights movements?

R OZET, ARMEES IOV T2 F 0 FE Lz ?

12. Did you change your perspective to see civil rights movements? If so, what is the
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difference?
KRR ZFATHRIZOBRMIIEDYELLE»? D LE) L OMALEDY F L
»e
13. Do you have any opinions about the way of teaching about civil rights movements?
NRMEBEFOHZ FIZOWTTHERIEZDH Y T30 ?
14. Do you believe African Americans are treated unfairly today? Why? or Why not?
TIVART AN HNOEENEGHT > 7 27 bR THB EEWET2? b LED
o, BETTR?ZIEDRVOLRLETTH?
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