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FHEELAR =M= R LTERTE LD TH b, B RTINS 2 #GH L 72
ET B%R] 2AEL 20T Ao 22053 R D [SCR] WELRICE
2 BERERIEROZHERROEN L LL 2 LD TELDTH S,

PUkiE, < EFTREZ @ LR BICENWEDOTH Y, THLRERICED LEF W
WHDOTH L, GkIE. [BRIR] ORKMAEZD b OPFORE. JelR L 7Z8ITER
el [BISI] BIEOE R, £ LT [BIGIR] 1263 2 BEAFHRIE G O B 28 2
EREBLLI, INHEMUT, LFIRD [BGE] wELTOFMANEDEE L &S H
HOPICTHIEDNTELLEEZTVAED, KR TIIHMEOME TWAET H I LA TE L
Moz FxWOTILEA I EIZ LAV,

- W72 JSPS R #E 18K12309 ORI & 1T 72 d DT,
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RADTE : “Karain” ICAB ATy ROy 7 ) 7 ALBFEE
LIRBDTER
Modern Ghosts : Exploring Conrad’s ‘Magic Realism Method*
and the Meaning of lllusion in “Karain”

AN BT

[Abstract]

In Conrad’s early short story “Karain,” the word of ‘illusion” has a double
meaning, with Conrad making full use of various kinds of occult elements; witchcraft,
magic tricks, and possession etc. Apparently, Karain, a Malay chief's obsession over the
ghost of his friend Matara, symbolizes the significance of philosophy of enlightenment
in colonial times. To escape from the ghost, Karain begs the gun-runners to take him
with them to England which is the land of unbelief where people ‘live in unbelief and
‘understand all things seen’ (59), which is an ironic echo. Karain's anguish over Matara’s
ghost reveals the power of illusion as substantiality, yet paradoxically, Karain’s illusion
emphasizes the image of Western society as a mirage. Jackson, who is one of the gun-
runners, demonstrates it by comparing Western society with Karain's story, confessing: ‘it
is strong and alive; it would smash you if you didn’t look out; but I'll be hanged if it is yet
as real to me ... as the other thing ... say, Karain's story’ (67). From that perspective,
Karain assumes a role as a trickster in this story. In this paper, the occult elements in
“Karain” are focused on as a means of exploring how Conrad depicts western society
through the use of a modern ghost. Also, it is shown that Conrad uses a ‘magic realism
method’ in order to clarify the content of paradoxical imagery and the meaning of ghosts

in this modern world.

FraR

Y7y FOAFICILIERTE. BURLEY. Lot —7RREMICES,§
BHEDA AT Y ) — BHANHR, A ANV MIEEPBENL TN D, 29 o lzRRR
BEFIZHELUAA AV v ) — % B flid 5 2 & T, EEHEROMERLEEAR OB, A
EVo AT b OREE., KERLEEICHFZPT L THREICR#ZLT LN~
T FOFETHDL, DR T —I1x The Nigger of the ‘Narcissus @ ‘Preface’ (1897)
® ‘My task which I am trying to achieve is, by the power of the written word, to make
you hear, to make you feel - it is, before all, to make you see’ (p. x) < ‘an impression
conveyed through the senses’ (p.ix) &Wo 7zl b ENTWDS,

BIEMFRTEEZ 2 NPT HWIZEET 255 4R/, HEliL o 2Btk EY THE—



= LR L2 7 IR AR ESL BB S B L. TONEE S 5% T 1N
ELT, Ty Ty PP BLNLTERT %0 BIZIEE— KRR KL 7 —~IZ L7zE—D

i “The Tale” Tld. FRARD) 72 FME, AN, BREL Vo 72 0L Y 5
20 X 912 fog blind ‘shadow’ ‘ghostly’ ‘mist’ & o 72 SENEEE L B4 5, EOAlE
FTHURRLNE, BIHEBEDOEDTH ) . A OBEMA L ITERERTHL, 13U
v BOTEOET VL, FICHEBAPNELL Ty 7V 2 ER, EErIZA
HASMABIR T 2 CTH o725 Th B, BIZIE, EXEOERTHL2UL TR, I TY
Nl ‘Autocracy and War’ (1905) ® 72 7> C ‘the ghost ‘a ravenous ghoul’ ‘a blind Djinn’ ‘the
Old Man of the Sea’ ‘phantom’ ‘the monster’ 72 E A L T\ b, F2FT v A D%
T 20 ML OS2 0 2 7T ORRIERE L ERabE, RO L) 12D,

It is even possible that we are destined for another sort of bliss altogether:
that sort which consists in being perpetually duped by false appearances. But
whatever political illusion the future may hold out to our fear or our admiration,
there will be none, it is safe to say, which in the magnitude of anti-humanitarian
effect will equal that phantom now driven out of the world by the thunder of
thousands of guns; none that in its retreat will cling with an equally shameless
sincerity to more unworthy supports, to the moral corruption and mental

darkness of slavery, to the mere brute force of numbers. (1921: 91-92)

WCHZ2b0, BETHFTEZETIHMITEREZ S OAIMEZE HEAICH L EBUAN
DEEIE, o TURIIZH - N~ F v 7 ETHL, L2LaedsarTy F2EIEL
7RI TR BEHAMIHRIE, EASROEEIER Y 7V S, B & & 2O
Ly A= TF v EPSDORBEERRT Nefio, BEMRRIHE > TVH Y A7 %
EWH ., TONEZBETNEHALTVWDLIOTHD, [CR] 2 [X] IiELTaryI v K
FAMOEERLHE, RAOESCHFORMISIT AL, EBHROGHYELWE RO
RIS S 2 HT 5,

WA DR/ NI Tales of Unrest 12§k S 17z “Karain: A Memory” (1897) 13— R
b &, BOLEIEN) DNz~ L — A Karain BB K% EZY ) D72 KIS, KOTED
LN L) LT L% B 7/NIHTH S, “Karain” D% Tld, EFERLHLEIITH IS
T L, BT A FIRLO—BEL LTOETSH L, —FHoOBFon/ B EwEs s L
THESHEIN TV L, ATHOFERL], TEOMEI2HER % Karain 0% L, HOEEL
DAL THICRZZWHIZEEL, RAZ2WIIIE LR [EY] AAb0%E—
Ry 2L, FEEAMEEBZEO 7087y & LCiBIF7: 5] BEZERSE 5,
L2l LD [FiGOFE | OFHE S L\ Karain OLA T2 LT arTy

FIEHF RIS ORE, D& V)Er‘:ﬂi% DR TIRZ B D TIE R, WA
b DL LTIRZLZHREDWEHELEZITHE > T b, Karain 255554 1) 22— 3 ¥ 5K



B L CTHAL SRS Z 0L ONI T =V afbsh, & 2IEE LHEADLEI N
DLAPTEMAA—IANETTPLTWL, BT, 2Ty FOXI v 7Y T71) XA
WFHEICER L. KRB, BIKBR L vo/od 7V MEZRZERMEL oo AH
FIEDOA EAEMITL, HZDLDE—DDAlTE L TR E W) HETED L) 12T HHAL
LTWbOhEEEL TV,
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1. DB OSBRI

WREOBIH., EANTH L~ L — AP§ED Karain (£, BF % F TOEBEEL O AW
ELTHIPN D, DED 5 T d . Karain O EL M5 2 2D < ‘stage’ &\ 9
HIRTEHE SN S,

It was the stage where, dressed splendidly for his part, he strutted,
incomparably dignified, made important by the power he had to awaken an
absurd expectation of something heroic going to take place - a burst of action

or song - upon the vibrating tone of a wonderful sunshine. (31)

LA L7A5, Karain DB E bW 2 2 2 0ms 22 B MikoWNIZ, 3D FTh D R
FANTHHLAF)AND [F] 1E AL EN AT S EZRI DT T 5,

He was ornate and disturbing, for one could not imagine what depth of horrible
void such an elaborate front could be worthy to hide. He was not masked
- there was too much life in him and a mask is only a lifeless thing; but he
presented himself essentially as an actor, as a human being aggressively
disguised. His smallest acts were prepared and unexpected, his speeches grave,

his sentences ominous like hints and complicated like arabesques. (31)

WE L FTOEXHIELAME LT Karain 1ZHE SN TWAIZH DL ST, JBIcE]
M L7z1E5E, O Karain D228 S R B 2 F 0 L3 o8, U 7v 7 A% &
L&A E L THEREZEmT 5. F1UEEED T O ‘he accepted the profound
homage with a sustained dignity seen nowhere else but behind the footlights and in
the condensed falseness of some grossly tragic situation’ & \» 9 #.BH % ilt was almost
impossible to remember who he was & W o 72 EAEPS WS TH S (31), F 72 ‘his
quality was to appear clothed in the illusion of unavoidable success’ & 9 #li5. 25 & B
L&) FHEOES, EEMZ KL S84\ Karain & 13FHIFHEELLZOM S
FIETH 5 (32)0
WehsiGd L t13, Karain OEBEZHET 200 L ) ITHE S b,



In many successive visits we came to know his stage well - the purple
semicircle of hills, the slim trees leaning over houses, the yellow sands, the
streaming green of ravines. All that had the crude and blended colouring, the
appropriateness almost excessive, the suspicious immobility of a painted scene;
and it enclosed so perfectly the accomplished acting of his amazing pretences
that the rest of the world seemed shut out for ever from the gorgeous
spectacle. There could be nothing outside. It was as if the earth had gone on

spinning, and had left that crumb of its surface alone in space (32) .

‘an adventurer of the sea, an outcast, a ruler’ T# % Karain & [k, &2 T Y % < 7
KA b -2 e LTERESN TS (33),

It was impalpable and vast. The earth had indeed rolled away from under his
land, and he, with his handful of people, stood surrounded by a silent tumult
as of contending shades. Certainly no sound came from outside. “Friends and
enemies!” He might have added, “and memories,” at least as far as he himself

was concerned; but he neglected to make that point then (32).

SR — O —0WMXEEE L LToO Karain &, 1P EET 28T &KMo & n
GO D DA EIFARE ZOFEROAEFLEVIZ. L2Lad0 AMEELE LT
Karain # CHILL T 5,

His followers thromged round him; above his head the broad blades of their
spears made a spiked halo of iron points, and they hedged him from humanity
by the shimmer of silks, the gleam of weapons, the excited and respectful hum

of eager voices (34).

Bt BEh S oA, A, BIECRE. Evoz [MH] L LTOARMS LSO T
ST 5O WHEEZ: 12 &2, Karain OB OMFITEHBTH 5, 350D FD Day after
day he appeared before us, incomparably faithful to the illusions of the stage, and at
sunset the night descended upon him quickly, like a falling curtain’ & V9 F&4§1%. B
DR EFICERR L7 bR Hv ., WEICETE LR LA-BEORE % 1220 55
7 5 TIE O Karain D% %5 S5 (33), F72. ‘in his august care they had forgotten
all the past, and had lost all concern for the future’ & Vo 72452 51, B{54L L EFER
HBRIRELTELAT S, WHIFAME L TORKEH S\ Karain D4 A — I BFNT
LE25oTL % (32),



2. {(RE/ED SRFHIEN

Karain O #9072 2 K0 EDSFEP D OD, oo 5Bz #Ho 2% %2 H-
TWZEANDITH D (A1) ZDOFEBTHO V723 AL ‘the old wizard, the man who
could command ghosts and send evil spirits against enemies & fi5- &5 (38), B
51X ‘sorcerer’ ¥ 7213 ‘sword-bearer (57) & FEIEI. [ 4 | B AOHOEREH» S X
‘something inanimate, as a part of our friend’s trappings of state’ & &7 ST 7z# AL,
L7 L Karain |2 & o TIME— A AB OB Z I R LAFTETE 2 08%, BHOPEE L7
HEOHADKGEE L V)L rH LHUED LRV EL 72O TH 5, TR %
Wl LT, B L LTOREZ D T A BEO W7 Karain 25, ZEMFEIERIIZLIRR
TEORBZK L, ZOLE FICHEMAAF T BEMIE he would throw himself back,
and under the downward gaze of the old sorcerer take up, wide-eyed, the slender thread
of his dream’ & iG-S T % (39). Karain 2%# U % AL HIME O H %2 @FNE#H L
TRSGTIOETH DML L TORHKREREZ KL SELWVES SNSRI NG, £
D—7, BRLIFATHE N LML, HE Lo Karain DA S L EPEHATH2DTH 5,
ERE R L EOFER L L TOAEZE L A48 0% RIbE LTo Karain &, #FEDOX
Bt & POV (2 ARIRYES & 2 BUD IR LSEAALT % Karain (%% B4 5 2 02N A T “All
minel” & BET A2 T HOHETH S (30)

It was still, complete, unknown, and full of a life that went on stealthily with
a troubling effect of solitude; of a life that seemed unaccountably empty of
anything that would stir the thought, touch the heart, give a hint of the ominous
sequence of days. It appeared to us a land without memories, regrets, and
hopes; a land where nothing could survive the coming of the night, and where
each sunrise, like a dazzling act of special creation, was disconnected from the

eve and the morrow (30).

ZNDFE L |2 Hk D ‘the power of his words and charms’ 734 41, Karain 23 # 1+
LC&eEmlie BESE, BAKNIR, BEOCTEPS50RTHLELT [l 20
MM ORI L2 BT (45) WAL THEITL ) ELTVEODIEEKEZHS v [F4]
1. Z A% Karain D7 % ‘he had the power of the possessed - the power to awaken
in the beholders wonder, pain, and a fearful near sense of things invisible, of things dark
and mute, that surround the loneliness of mankind’ & 53 % (44).

[BJut his face showed another kind of fatigue, the tormented weariness, the
anger and the fear of a struggle against a thought, an idea - against something
that cannot be grappled, that never rests - a shadow, a nothing, unconquerable

and immortal, that preys upon life (44).



KGDOTTRE T ZRET 2HEWNLRLEETH) 206, ANHH LI 2R IE%
v Karain 20 513D TE L2 WIT &I, X522 BE < Karain O %13 AH 2548 2 2 I
ZHETWEE 2 S BN 2 1% o T b, E T 5 Karain 1E You men with white faces
who despise the invisible voices’ ‘your unbelief and your strength’ ‘Oh! the strength of
unbelievers! &L FIANEZHET S (44),

Karain (I3 CTH D LihEFED 729, BlK Pata Matara DA T 7 > 4 N & 15
L 720 % 580512, Matara DR % Ffx ) 720 12#8E: % Bk e 123 % Karain 25, K46
Matara DRDOLIHIZE Y O, BIEOIROFE» HL#ET 200 T e (BEOHE %%
LETWLE o ZORNPITILL Tvo 722840), EBRICHEEON S TH - 72133 @ Matara
DR EZDOBWANE HORIZ L7z & &, BRISRO Do 728K Matara * BH KT, €0k
BILRE, Karain ® b & 23N 245203 ATiE % <. ERTOBKTH H B 0358 -

THeE L7z Matara & %2 %, Karain (& Matara % & OBlb 724 L o8 L 72 JRI2H %
LTwa, W07,

Karain OWFEIZ B EK, ERL], BREE W BEOEWIZENDL Z &0k wv, F
FHEZRLEHERELRE L, WHE Y2 TR T 2B E 2SO0 L TE#EEES
Karain OF§ D 7 7212 %5 { ‘vision’ ‘dream’ % L T ‘illusion’ 13 L D725 % & B2 72 L
T (56)0

The silence was profound; but it seemed full of noiseless phantoms, of things
sorrowful, shadowy, and mute, in whose invisible presence, pulsating beat of
the two ship’s chronometers ticking off steadily the seconds of Greenwich Time

seemed to me a protection and relief (56).

TREE, T (FH). ¥4 L7 MrEGRES L CHIKIZIFILT % Karain D &
O LEEHIEMRT, 70/ A =5 —=2RES 5 VEHERER I C O FEOBROA T ~E S
S EPTTL Do ZTMEHMOBNT, —2OFROBTHRIZEATHE L ODHFIEIC
OGS % Karain O %843, AL G, Al wvo FHIITR TS s b ol
FTZONTVERELTGFENTEICL o TEBHTH L. HADIEHEL KO TERITAAT
& 72 Karain O AT EFHELFEICEI D, 70/ X =8 — IR I Tw 5 GHEHRE)Z
OWIER A RNZ IR ) DODOH b, 2062, [FAl &7 0/ 2—5 —2sfEFEIC
% L CHG TR [HH] ORNUICUIETLAARDI ) & LTWh,

Karain stared stonily; and looking at his rigid figure, I thought of his
wanderings, of that obscure Odyssey of revenge, of all the men that wander
amongst illusion; of the illusions as restless as men; of the illusions faithful,
faithless; of the illusions that give joy, that give sorrow, that give pain, that give

peace; of the invincible illusions that can make life and death appear serene,



inspiring, tormented, or ignoble (56).

‘the slave of the dead L HH D L A%z 5 Karain # #E ) P Rl L H 12E %
95 (58)s “To him his life - that cruel mirage of love and peace - seemed as real, as
undeniable, as theirs would be to any saint, philosopher, or fool of us all' & \»9) XEH 5
HEZ LD, FBVFETHL [A] E, WEENREHE S L OWECHERO L L TEEX
BNHD RS TLE o7 B EMEE L, BEENT 5 Karain DO I R$
(58) o STWRTHE., JMRPEHOFEEZRFELLZEVHLT LR WIHEALTEAR, TO
HZHR05Z L YET 5 Karain 132 9 X5,

[Tlo whom day is day, and night is night - nothing more, because you
understand all things seen, and despise all else!l To your land of unbelief, where

the dead do not speak, where every man is wise, and alone - and at peace (59).

KIFAZ & D P NSO T4 % Je o 72 Karain 23 FE 2 RO L L2 HOL7-012 LT, 3 A
DYEPNEESE 2

We felt as though we three had been called to the very gate of Infernal Regions
to judge, to decode the fate of a wanderer coming suddenly from a world of

sunshine and illusions. (60)

N DE R &3 7 & AR, RROBEHFIED 2 CTREVIEZ I N T D TH Y,
ZOERT, NIFED [#8F] LW TR, [BE] LWOSEZLT [HE] tvwHk]
HERFLTWE, ZOEMBRICHLORNINE ) 127% > THM T % Karain O %I,
FE O ) 7 BREO A % U 2% E 0 5 R D 7 R NHAETENE B L T b,

3. AL ZTH

Fea B THE] 2 [HE] LERL0OR2ICBEORIEIHFEL TWLHICZD
B3, 29 o/t EDERWERNRERN I 21K LT 2005, FEmEE LY
HIXIZFONTW B0 N\MOERETH D, FKT 2L [H7zL] & Jackson % i H
(2. b £\ Hollis 2% Karain 2T & L CEFEZ 52 L9 L/ E B ZAGERITIE
FIRBIZEATY S,

And it seemed to me, during that moment of waiting, that the cabin of the
schooner was becoming filed with a stir invisible and living as of subtle breaths.
All the ghosts driven out of the unbelieving West by men who pretend to be

wise and alone and at peace - all the homeless ghosts of an unbelieving world



— appeared suddenly round the figure of Hollis bending over the box; all the
exiled and charming shades of loved women; all the beautiful and tender ghosts
of ideals, remembered, forgotten, cherished, execrated; all the castout and
reproachful ghosts of friends admired, trusted, traduced, betrayed, left dead by
the way - they all seemed to come from the inhospitable regions of the earth
to crowd into the gloomy cabin, as though it had been a refuge and, in all the

unbelieving world, the only place of avenging belief ... (62).

PR R B, B L o AN T —IehfilifiESl = 7 L. BRE 2 5 L v ) K7z 5 X748
AT H-OICEARD ) BICATHO b O3 5 A MmEREE L L2 RN T.
51 T3 ‘men who pretend to be wise and alone and at peace’ &7 4 T = IIVIZFEKIH L
Twb (62)o Hollis DR 574215 C Karain 3BGEL DO EH (a Jubilee sixpence) @
N EFELAHZ LT Matara DRV SR EINDL, TZOEREDTHLE, 2 FYOA b
7 FT [#] & Jackson I FMERIZHHSE R,

AR Z I SR A1 RE Y RS ELIRELZE AL O %\ T EIZIERE T
Bk L7z Nx ORENDS, Jackson DAED L) ZiREZE L THE SN D,

A clumsy string of red, yellow, and green omnibuses rolled swaying, monstrous
and gaudy; two shabby children ran across the road; a knot of dirty men with
red neckerchiefs round their bare throats lurched along, discussing filthily; a
ragged old man with a face of despair yelled horribly in the mud the name
of a paper; while far off, amongst the tossing heads of horses, the dull flash of
harness, the jumble of lustrous panels and roofs of carriages, we could see a
policeman, helmeted and dark, stretching out a rigid arm at the crossing of the
streets (67).

Z¥ L < b Jackson & [#] 2B 1k F o T Karain Dz 35 Dld Bland & W) $L5 P95
OHTHY, TCL R L BLANOMBOME ORZIITEENEYT 5o SHITRFENEE
RLWEHOFEMHME LTHEBEMNZRETH ), BELIIEEZARTL2HETH L, T
N ELE ML A THES N REIERE ZOAHEZ WAL TWd, L2 LARESKRD
Jackson D 1) 7%, TERLLJEAHEE 2 VEE L2 VEFERFISH R KEBTELDTH 5,

‘Yes; I see it, said Jackson, slowly. ‘It is there; it pants, it runs, it rolls; it is

strong and alive; it would smash you if you didn't look out; but I'll be hanged if

it is yet as real to me as ... as the other thing ... say, Karain's story.” (67)
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B R L B2 OWgE & Vo 720 BURA SO AMEICE T 2 WIZERI % & 2 DR IE A
MOAER FRRE Ik L. AFBRA 24 2 ME 2SR 2 Bk EED0H 5,
LY AL AMORWIRTIRMERTE 2 WEEI 7 unitfs2 RAZ e T&bL, HF
DIZOBRICEALZMBEOERED L) %1 v 7 — 3 v MIEHMIZABOEADES
THLHIRE GRS, FERELTHEVICHELALZLTYTIVY A AT A ITHF S
DIERRIE R, FHLEBBICT 7 AT BN TEL, TOWMICEETLIDOTH, A
HHZASE D > TWARETTDORFEWD 2 12F A DR/ D KL /2 VL7720 35 2 L3R
BE72o7-0 D%, S TIXSZEINIZHA I ENTE D, H A LR ZT 2 iRICmENT 23K~
NN 5 BRI 212 8120 ARG Y AT 2 KE L. S FTHS TN
HOHPARKF > T2 IE T OREMUEMEERLEN 2D O, gl o M 2»r24 70
P 7o AR 2 L F 723 5 T T b,

TITRT A4 v 7 RBRMEICRLIRRL]. TREV o EOMARLERICET 2%
BB T E v, BELR DL, TERLIE V-2 DI, His U FMIHEY 72 4 67 BE o #
LEOAPHEOER T ICELIBOR»2 080 ML, HIOAIEZ 2 2R &
Vo BEREE ZAVF L LTHCONED SRS 5, whidy 4+ I X240
RS TH Do,

FHAMICIEZOFIEE T E 2 VWIBEICRE SN BEANBHR L3, BE R R
B, BFOTNIRESNDLHE V) ERTHD BLRICED ST L a3 A
BHRERDAY 77 —bhoT0b, FEMIZHFLZH, HMESLE, TESPTF Lo/
FEAZILGEL, 2U070BARNEAS M IS5 L) 25 2 L7/2arF v FT
5o FHFEOIITHZH»E . ABOIET) O AP THALT 2R % Fo TV 2 IE
R4JE L AEhOWESCHOEANZEM S 2 2 LT, WEIHTRE V) B CIKINL)
WK EN T2 ERHRNOBREEX L2072 E2 N5, EEELTEHMELE
R DBRAED, AR LBHRIHTL2ERBEMEEE L, HONATRELZIDREL
T2BEIC, L9 R L AFTRAMNEBIR L - BHAROTEIIED 5ND 2 L1 5072k “Karain”
DI A, Jackson DX TIIFEAIZF D HIFTW5B,
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