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Research visit on Edible Schoolyard practices at an elementary school

in Tucson, Arizona

Takashi Yamamoto, Chiharu Obata, Eric DesMarais
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[Abstract]

Referring to edible education in the United States, the authors have been
conducting research at Okayama Prefectural University since 2022 to create a
school vegetable garden and develop a food education and nature experience
curriculum to support child-rearing with a garden at the core, as well as a
childcare worker training program that can respond to these curricula. The
purpose of this report was to visit a kindergarten, elementary school, and
university research center in Tucson, Arizona, which links school gardening
and learning, to inspect school facilities, with a focus on school gardens, and
to interview teachers and others about the curriculum and the actual state of
children's learning. Arizona is a state located in the southwestern United States,
bordering Mexico. Tucson is a city of just over 540,000 people in Arizona's
Sonoran Desert and is home to the University of Arizona. Since practical research
on food education in collaboration with the University of Arizona is active, the

authors' research team has made a research visit to the area and reported on it.
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