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Doyle expertly achieved the right balance of elements to provide the
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male middle-classes with relaxing reading which flattered them by

providing an intellectual adventure, while assuaging their anxieties

about the modern world. The stories celebrate the materialism of the

age, showing that the ordinary small objects of everyday existence, if

observed properly, have stories, create atmospheres, point directions.
At the same time, they celebrate the capacity of rationalism to
organize the material of existence meaningfully, and the power of the

rational individual to protect us from semiotic and moral chaos. Yet

the crimes are rarely excessively troubling(and, although we do find
murders, on the other hand in many stories there is no crime at all).

Holmes deals largely with family irregularities and the consequences

of selfishness, rather than dangers endemic to the system. (Kayman,

48-49, MREEH 3 FEE)
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ZDOHMEDL Y 1L, "to protect social order by a continual reiteration of
normalcy" (686-7) ERXTWBA, T TWLWIRT & IHEES~YTY €= —
RS IFDOZETh B, HFFED DAY 5 — (Miller) (&, MZEE &/l
WS FarvR, a)vyX, bua—FER-cFYotT, 7 -3 -1k



= L X LSRR - M2

—7 — 3 — a0 s — (8) — 103 —
HEOHEORENSHID TA F ) ZO/NGSBH LD T 4+ 7 v XL BVWT
ThHhodEBNTEY, flflicr4 b b, B (1) W57 —a —1EhiEE
EHOWTH— L X0 % U TWw b (Crime Fiction 55-63) o b < 2
(Thomas) &, T4 7 vAP AN VY INFHLTHOIE, ThETOLHIC
ELNBMEENE — v — LB 55016, B HOHE - HFEF e —o— &7
BEENERATLI SR L LT, 7—a—%g|&HVIicH L, RO X DTl
XTW 5,

In the post-Benthamite world of what Michel Foucault called the
"panoptical machine," where the individual is not so much repressed by
the social order as fabricated and scrutinized in it, the literary detective
provides a new kind of hero, dramatizing the powerful and productive

role of the social order in the process of making modern citizens.

(Thomas 176)
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If we could fly out of that window hand in hand, hover over this great
city, gently remove the roofs, and peep in at the queer things which are
going on, the strange coincidences, the plannings, the cross-purposes,
the wonderful chains of events, working through generations, and
leading to the most outré results, it would make all fiction with its
conventionalities and foreseen conclusions most stale and unprofitable.

("A Case of Identity" in The Adventures 30)
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'Her[veiled lodger's] health, Mr Holmes. She seems to be wasting away.
And there's something terrible on her mind. "Murder!" she cries.
"Murder!" And once I heard her, "You cruel beast! You monster!" she
cried. ... "Mrs Ronders," I says(sic), "if you have anything that is

troubling your soul, there's the clergy," I says, "and there's the police.

Between them you should get some help." "For God's sake, not the

police!" says she, "and the clergy can't change what 1s past. And yet,"

she says, "1t would ease my mind if someone knew the truth before I

died." "Well, " says I, "if you won't have the regulars, there is this



= L X LSRR - M2

—7 — a3 - AH— (17) — 117 —
detective man what we read about"-beggin' your pardon, Mr Holmes.
And she, she fair jumped at i1t. "That's the man," says she. "I wonder I
never thought of it before. Bring him here, Mrs Merrilow[landlady],
and if he won't come, tell him I am the wife of Ronder's wild beast
show. Say that, and give him the name Abbas Parva." Here it 1s as she
wrote 1t, Abbas Parva. "That will bring him, if he's the man I think he
is." ("The Veiled Lodger", FRsad35EE)
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Abstract
Sherlock Holmes and Society of Surveillance and Displine
---A Foucauldian Reading---
Yukio KANEKO

The Ideological function of Holmes stories has often been mentioned as they
helped protect the Victorian middle class values such as respectability and property,
and brought under control any chaotic atmosphere and troubling anxiety in society.
Thus they gave the middle class reader a reassuring image of society. Holmes with
individualistic rationality was the foremost guardian of this middle-class dominat-
ing society detecting and containing whatever crimes are threatening to this society.
On the other hand, earlier than Holmes, Dickens is said to be the first novelist to
depict the disciplinary society as explicated by Foucault. We can safely say that one
generation later, Holmes was still living in the surveilling and disciplinary society
and that Foucault's insight into modern society is applicable to the late Victorian
society. The purpose of this article is to rewrite the ideological reading of the
Holmes stories with the use of Foucauldian concepts and to bring a somewhat new
light onto the reading of them with Foucault as reliable guide.

We have adopted as an effective analytic tool two Foucauldian concepts,
normalization and visibility; both of them are of the techonology of discipline. The
former is to correct the individual bodies who commit a transgression against the
law and discipline and to turn them into the docile bodies while the latter is to survey
the individuals in whatever form, for example, the administrative dossier.

Normalization in the Holmes stories works to secure respectability and
property, two central middle class values. We have examined this point, mainly
analyzing three short stories, "The Scandal in Bohemia," "The Man with the Twisted
Lip," and "The Speckled Band," in terms of gender, class, and the British Empire
respectively. In terms of gender, most of the docile women in the stories are English
middle-class and they are what is called "the angels in the house". By contrast most
women active and intelligent and thus threatening to the male-dominating society
are foreigners, with Irene Adler as a typical figure in this regard. Thus the threat
comes from outside not from within. Class struggles are not either overtly or
politically inscribed in the Holmes texts but a suggestion of anxiety accompanying
class mobility 1s seen in "The Man with the Twisted Lip." The British Empire,
together with some of the other non-British nations, is almost a hotbed of evil. The
colonial natives coming to Britain and the British colonizers returning home, in
committing crimes, are disturbing elements to the society. We have identified here

a condition of Orientalism. In almost all the crimes related to these three types,
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Holmes suppresses the chaotic movements with admirable finesse.

Visibility, another component of the technology of discipline, works to survey
disturbing evildoers. For Holmes the means to secure visibility is manifold: from his
reasoning based on scientific rationalism, his use of various kinds of dossiers, his
informants, to his marvellous disguise. Confession, increasingly important in the
history of western thought, is also worth considering as the technique of discipline.
Those who make a confession reveal their innermost selves practicing the technology
of the self, and those who listen to them keep them in constant visibility. As the
stories of Holmes consist of the narrative confessions of clients and criminals, we
have examined "the Veiled Lodger," a unique story composed wholly of the criminal's
confession, and seen that though not a portion of detective investigation is conducted
Holmes is securing visibility in the form of confession, a productive mode of truth,
and can be called, as it were, a priest.

Lastly, we have analyzed the relationships between Holmes and the police/law.
The private detective stands on the periphery of the middle class society when he, a
bachelor, sometimes behaves in an eccentric fashion but this allows him freedom to
move anywhere within the society regardless of class and to show respect for the
privacy of the upper- and middle-class people, which the official police cannot do.
Furthermore, at times Holmes establishes himself above the official authority of the
police: the detective, a few times a lawbreaker himself, gives sanction to private
revenge, and allows criminals to escape arrest if they are justifiable enough. This
attitude of Homles is an unstable factor in the society of surveillance and discipline,
which topic I will put aside for later investigation.

Foucault asserts that "bio-power"emerges in the age of Classicism and continues
to work through the centuries till today. It is a power to exert a positive influence
on life, with administrative measures taken to subject it to precise control and
regulation. Holmes is part of this bio-power as a practicioner of discipline(normali-
zation and visibility). This may explain his never-fading world-wide popularity

today.



