
Introduction

Multi-wordverbs,alsoknownasphrasalverbsorprepositionalverbs,are

combinationsofaverbandoneormoreotherwords.Theyarecalled

multi-wordverbsbecausetoacertaindegreetheybehaveasasingleverb.

Themostcommontypesofmulti-wordverbsconsistofaverbfollowedby

oneormoreparticles,usuallyanadverborprepositionsuchasafter,in,on,

off,andout.

Multi-wordverbscauseproblemsforEFLlearners,partlybecause

therearesomanyofthem.Sinclair(2002:v)claimsthatineveryday

modernEnglishthereare"...overthreethousandcombinationsofverbs

withadverbsorprepositions[generating]overfiveandahalfthousand

differentmeanings."Multi-wordverbsalsoposeachallengeforlearners

becausethecombinationofverbandparticleseemssorandom.Learnersare

oftenfacedwithaconfusingnumbercombinationsofshort,commonverbs

andhighfrequencyparticles,e.g.,lookafter,checkin,geton,takeoff,put

out,takeafter,runin,goon,passoff,findout,etc.This,inevitably,is

perplexing.

Attimes,thesedifficultiesareexacerbatedbythewayinwhich

multi-wordverbsarepresentedintextbooks,orbyteacherstreatingthem

monolithicallyandtellingstudentsthattheywilljusthavetomemorize

them,therebyimplyingthatthereisnosystem.Novicesatthechalkface
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maycompoundtheproblembygroupingtogetherallthemulti-wordverbs

withthesamerootverbforteachingpurposes,orteachtogetherallthe

multi-wordverbswiththesameparticle,butwithoutanyreferencetoits

meaning.Boththeseapproacheshavelittleifanyvaluefrom alearning

pointofview.

Inthispaper,Iwillattempttosetoutsomeofthemainproblemsthat

learnersencounterwhentryingtomastermulti-wordverbs.Thiswillbe

followedbyrecommendationsforteachersastohow tohelplearners

overcometheseproblems.

TheTraditionalApproach

Thetraditionaltreatmentofmulti-wordverbsintextbooksisexemplified

inCleasbyandGallagher'sBreakthrough(1997:78)wherealistsixof

multi-wordverbsrelatedtoaparticulartopicisgiven.Studentsareasked

tocompleteagappedstoryusingthe"correctform ofphrasalverb,"

therebyimplyingthatstudentsshouldrelyoncontextalonetolearn

multi-wordverbs.InTtofi'sTalkingAboutEnglishGrammar(1999:78)

studentsareaskedtoconsultalistoftwentysemanticallyunrelated,

non-literalmulti-wordverbsand"Fillineachblankwithanappropriate

phrasalorprepositionalverb."Duetotheoverwroughtgrammatical

explanationsprecedingthisexercise,studentsareleftwiththeimpression

thatsyntacticpatternsareeitherhighlycomplexordonotexistatall.The

implicationisthereforethattheyshouldlearntheseverbformsbyheart.

InLeeandGundersen'sSelectReadings(2001:8),studentsaretoldthat

"manyphrasalverbsaredifficulttounderstand,"however,thepresentation

ofthefivemulti-wordverbsinchapteroneofthistextbookiscontextually

clearanduseful.Nonetheless,aswiththeothertextbooksmentionedabove,

thereisnohighlightingofthefactthattheparticlecarriesmeaning.Nor
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isthereanymentionofthesemanticcategoriestowhichthemulti-word

verbspresentedmightbelong.Moreover,thereisnounitorsection

dedicatedtotherecycling ofthemulti-wordverbspresented.Thus,

textbooktreatmentsofmulti-wordverbshaveattimesbeenimprecise,

obscure,anduncommitted.

Ithardlyneedspointingoutthatstudentsdonotparticularlylike

multi-wordverbs,dueinparttotheabovetypesoftextbook-related

anomalies.Fortunately,thereisacertaindegreeofsystematicityinthe

meaning,use,andformofmulti-wordverbs.Firstofall,intermsofhow

meaningisrepresentedinmulti-wordverbs,thereareatleastthree

semanticcategoriesthatcanbediscerned:literal,semi-literal,andnon-

literal.Itistoexploringthisaspectthatwenowturn.

SemanticCategoriesofMulti-wordverbs

Literalmulti-wordverbsThiscategoryconsistsofmulti-wordverbswhose

meaningsarefullycompositional,i.e.,theirmeaningsarewhollytrans-

parent.Someexamplesofliteralmulti-wordverbsare:standup,sitdown,

handin,putout,throw away,andpassthrough.Theseverbsarenot

especiallydifficultforlearnerstocomprehendandtoproduce.However,as

withtheothercategoriesofmulti-wordverbs,learnersneedtobecautious

astoplausibleantonyms.Forinstance,standupasin,"Theteacherasked

thestudentstostand upwhentheprincipalentered,"iscompletely

unrelatedinmeaningtostanddown,asin,"Thecabinetiscallingonthe

primeministertostanddownaftertheparty'sdefeatintheupperhouse

elections."Inaddition,thereductioninthelearningburdenrepresentedby

literalmulti-wordverbsistosomeextentcancelledoutbythephenomenon

ofpolysemy.
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Semi-literalmulti-wordverbsThemeaningofsemi-literalmulti-word

verbsisneitherwhollyidiomatic,norwhollytransparent.Withthese

multi-wordverbs,themeaningoftheverbremainsthesame,butthe

particleaddsitsownparticularmeaning,e.g.,carryon,sailon,fighton,

wheretheparticleon hasthegeneralmeaning of"continuing with

something."Thiscategorythereforeconsistsofverbstowhichcertain

particlescontribute"consistentaspectualmeaning"(Celce-Murciaetal.,

1999:452).

Thiscategorycaninturnbesub-dividedintoanumberofsemantic

classesdependingonthesemanticcontributionoftheparticle.Asillus-

tratedabove,thereisacontinuativeclass;thereisalsoaninceptiveclass(to

indicateabeginningstate),e.g.,"Paulsetoutforthemountain".In

addition,thereisaniterativeclass(toshowrepetition),e.g.,"Shediditover

again;"andthereisacompletiveclass(toshowthattheactioniscomplete),

e.g.,"Heateitallup".Thus,thereissomeconsistencyofmeaningfor

certainparticles.Infact,particlesareintegraltothemeaningsofmulti-

wordverbsandinsomecasescarrymoreweightofmeaningthantheverb.

Thisisillustrated,forinstance,ifoneistoldtokissoff.Thepersononthe

receivingendofthisremarkiswellawarethatwhatisbeingsaidhas

nothingtodowithkissingandeverythingtodowithgettingoutofan

antagonist'sway.Inotherwords,themaincommunicativefunctionofthis

multi-wordverbiscarriedbytheparticle.Therefore,itworthnotingthat

inallmulti-wordverbstheparticlecarriesmeaning.AndasSide(1990:146)

declares:"Inmany,itcarriesmostofthemeaning."

Multi-word verbswith semi-literalmeaningsarethereforeless

challenging.Nevertheless,studentsstillhavetoworkoutwhatextra

meaningisbeingaddedbytheadditionoftheparticle.
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Non-literalmulti-wordverbsEssentially,themeaningofanon-literal

multi-wordverbisnotthesumofitstwo(orthree)parts.Forexample,in

thesentence,"Wehaverunoutofpetrol,"nobodyisdoinganyrunning,nor

isanybodygoingout.Tocomplicatemattersfurtheristhefactthatwhat

seemstobeaplausibleantonym,runin,hasonecompletelyunrelated

meaning,i.e.,tobearrestedbythepolice(Side,1990).

Secondly,whencertainverbsarefollowedbyprepositionalphrases,

theylookexactlylikephrasalverbswithobjects.Forinstance,inthe

sentence,"Johnfellthroughtheroof,"themeaningsoftheverbandthe

prepositionhavenotchangedtheirintrinsicliteralmeanings,whereasin

thesentence,"Thehousepurchasefellthroughduetolackoffunds,"the

addition oftheadverbparticlehasgeneratedacompletely different

meaning(i.e.,tofailtohappenortobeabandoned).Thecombinationofthe

verbfallandtheparticlethroughhascreatedamulti-wordverbthathasa

non-literaloridiomaticmeaning.

Afurtherexampleis,"Peterranoverthebridge,"wherethemeanings

oftheverbandtheprepositionhavenotchangedtheirintrinsicliteral

meanings.Ifwecomparethiswith,"Peterranoverthecat,"wecomeacross

aphrasalverbwithacompletelydifferentmeaning(i.e.,tohitordriveover

withyourcar).Theproblem forlearnersisthatbecausetheyarenon-

compositionalinnature,itisusuallyimpossibletodeducethenon-literal

meaningofamulti-wordverbbyexaminingitsconstituentparts-itis

almostalwaysnecessarytolookatthecontext,orconsultadictionaryor

nativespeaker.

PolysemyAnimportantpointregardingthemeaningsofmulti-wordverbs

isthataswithotherverbs,theycanbepolysemous,i.e.,havemultiple

meanings.Moreover,thesemulti-wordverbsmayfollowdifferentsyntactic

rulesforeachmeaning.Furthermore,themeaningofaparticularpolysem-
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ousmulti-wordverbmayoccuranywherealongacontinuumfromliteral

meaningtonon-literalmeaning.Amulti-wordverbsuchasputout,for

instance,can havemany meaningsalong thiscontinuum.A partial

inventorymightinclude:

Thus,notonlyisitthecasethatacertainverb+particlecombinationmay

bepolysemicinhavingbothaliteralandanon-literalmeaning,the

combinationmaywellbepolysemicinhavingmorethanonenon-literal

meaning.Sinclair(2002)liststwentyseparatemeaningsforthemulti-word

verbputoutalongasemanticclinefromliteraltonon-literalmeaning.

Itisworthreiterating,therefore,thataconsiderablehurdlefor

learnersisthefactthatmulti-wordverbsmayhaveliteral,semi-literal,or

non-literalmeanings.Moreover,agivenmulti-wordverbmayalsohave

multiplemeaningsalongthissemanticcline,andmayobeydifferentrules

offormforeachmeaning.

Humoroftenexploitsthepolysemicnatureofmulti-wordverbs,as

shownbelowbytherenownedcartoonist,Larson(1993:153).
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1.Sheputouttosea. i.e.,theshipleftport;setsail

2.Sheputoutthedog. i.e.,placedsomethingoutside

3.Sheputoutherback. i.e.,dislocatedaboneinthelowerback

4.Sheputoutthecandle. i.e.,stoppedfromburning;extinguished

5.Sheputoutthepatient. i.e.,madesomeoneunconscious

6.Sheputoutheropponent. i.e.,defeatedanopposingplayer

7.Sheputoutherstatement. i.e.,officiallyissuedinformation

8.Sheputoutherco-workers. i.e.,causedsomeoneinconvenience
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TheUseofMulti-wordverbs

EFLlearnersfromRomancelanguagebackgrounds(e.g.,Italians,Brazil-

ians,andFrenchstudents)oftenfindmulti-wordverbsstrangeordifficult.

Accordingly,they may tendtooverusesingle-wordverbsthathave

equivalentmeanings,especiallyiftheseareLatinateequivalentsthatare

relatedtowordsinthelearners'ownlanguage.Forinstance,onrealizing

－87－（7）

thatthemulti-wordverbinthesentence,"Themeetingwasputoff"is

equivalentinmeaningto"Themeetingwaspostponed,"andthatthe

multi-wordverbin"Jackdidupthehouse,"isequivalentinmeaningto

"Jack renovatedthehouse,"studentsmay tendtousetheLatinate

word/single-wordverbratherthantheseeminglyobscureAnglo-Saxon

multi-wordverb.

Whilepostponedandrenovatedareaccurateandmeaningfulwords,

suchlexicalitemsdonotalwaysconveytheintendednuanceinconversa-

tion.Anotherreasonwhylearnersarenotinclinedtowardusingthe

multi-wordverbwhenasingle-wordverbequivalentisavailableisthat

teachersandtextbooksusuallygiveone-worddefinitionsofmulti-word

verbs,e.g.,"Pamphletsweregivenout,"isdefinedas"Pamphletswere

distributed."Therefore,becauselearnersmaytendtohaveahigherregard

forthesemorebookishsoundingwords,theymaybeinclinedtoward

inappropriateproductiveuse.Tocounterthis,suchlearnerswillneed

practiceindiscriminatingbetweendifferentdegreesofformality.

RegisterandappropriacyMulti-wordverbsareubiquitousinEnglishand

noonecanunderstandorspeakEnglish,atleastininformalregisters,

withoutanadequateknowledgeofthem.Moreover,multi-wordverbsare

frequentlyusednotonlyineverydayspokenEnglish,butineveryday

writtenEnglishaswell.Theycanbefoundinmanystylesofwriting,

includinghighlyformalgovernmentpapers.Indeed,somemulti-wordverbs

areveryformal,e.g.,"Thewitnesswascalledforth,""Themagistratewas

furnishedwiththefactssurroundingthecase,"and"MrPorterwasbound

overafterpleadingguilty."

Attimes,thereisnosingle-wordverbwhichcanreplaceamulti-word

verb,andanequivalentmulti-wordexpressionwithasimilarmeaninghas

toused.Forexample,"WheninLondon,mybrotheralwaysputsmeup"is
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renderedover-formally,"WheninLondonmybrotheralwaysprovides

accommodationforme."Atothertimes,theremaybenoequivalent,orno

othereasywaytoexpressthemeaningofthemulti-wordverb,e.g.,"I

alwayswakeupearly,""Mycarbrokedownyesterday,"and"MrBond

checkedoutofthehotel."

Inthosecaseswheresingle-word-verb,multi-word-verb,ormulti-

word-paraphraseequivalentsdoexist,problemsarisewiththedegreeof

synonymity.Onlyinafewcasescanthenewmulti-wordverbbepresented

tothelearnerasanappropriatealternativetoanalreadyknownsingle-

wordverb/multi-wordexpression.Thismeansthatanypresentationof

multi-wordverbswillhavetodevoteconsiderabletimetoexplainingtheir

precisemeaning,limitations,andconnotations.Forexample,themulti-

wordverbtakeafterhastheequivalentresemble,buttakeafterisonlyused

totalkaboutpeopleinthesamefamilywhoresembleeachother.

Anotherexampleistelloff(i.e.,scold)whichcanrarelybeusedin

serious/adultcontexts,becauseithasaratherchildishconnotationasin,

"MymothertoldmeoffforeatinghalftheChristmascake."Similarly,

comebyhastheconnotationofdifficultyorevendishonestyasin,"Agood

bossishardtocomeby,"and"IwonderhowJohncamebyallthatmoney."

Thus,asCornell(1985:275)declares,multi-wordverbs"areveryoftenmore

specificinmeaningthantheir'equivalents'andoftencarryconnotations

whichtheirpotentialusermustbeawareof."

Itisalsoimportanttobecarefulwithequivalentexpressionsfor

multi-wordverbs,notleastbecausetherecanbedifferentdegreesof

formality.Multi-wordverbsareoftenlessformal.Indeed,somearevery

informal,e.g.,"Theyjustgoofaroundallday,"and"Daniel'seatinghabits

grossedouthisnewgirlfriend."Inaddition,somemulti-wordverbsare

taboo,e.g.,thosethatcontainthef-wordincombinationswithparticles

suchasabout,around,off,over,andup.However,themajorityof
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multi-wordverbsareneutral/informalinstyle,andinsomecasesthereis

nodifferenceinstylebetweenparticularmulti-wordverbsandtheir

equivalents,e.g.,"Paulapickedupacold"and"Paulacaughtacold."

Itisworthwhilereiteratingthatinorderforlearnerstosoundnatural

intheirspeech,theymusthaveacommandofmulti-wordverbs.What

nativespeakersays:"Iremovedmyjacket,"or"Theplanelefttheground,"

whentalkingnormally?"Itookoffmyjacket,"and"Theplanetookoff"are

morenatural.Youwouldalsodrawattentiontoyourselfifyoudeclared,

"Ican'tendurethisnoiseanylonger."Itismuchmorenaturaltosay,"I

can'tputupwiththisnoiseanylonger."

CollocationIntheprocessofgraspingtheessentialsofmulti-wordverbsin

termsoftheirvariousmeaningsanduses,studentsalsoneedacertain

awarenessofcollocation.Forexample,itisallrighttosay,"Thefridge

doorwasleftopenandnowthemilk,eggsandfishhavegoneoff."Itisnot

possible,however,tousethemulti-wordverbgooffwithbread,cerealand

otherkindsoffood.Similarly,youcansay,"Thefootballmatchhasbeen

calledoff,"butitisincorrecttosay,"Ihavecalledoffmysubscriptionto

thenewspaper."

Inthesamemanner,themulti-wordverbfallthroughcollocateswith

anidea,aplan,aproject,aproposal,aschemeoranarrangement.

Moreover,themeaningofthemulti-wordverbbreakup(i.e.,tocometoan

endinvolvingpeopleseparatingorleaving)collocateswithapartyora

meeting,butnotwithafilmorajourney.Forinstance,itiscorrecttosay,

"Thepartybrokeupat11pm."Whatisnotpossibleis,"Whattimedoesthe

filmbreakup?"Similarrestrictionsapplytothemulti-wordverbgoback

on,asitonlycollocateswithasmallgroupofnounssuchaspromise,word,

agreement,andstatement.Finally,certainmulti-wordverbshaveseveral

meaningsdependingonthewordswithwhichtheycollocate.Forinstance,
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letusconsidertheverbtakeoff:

(a)Theplane/flight/pilot/crew/passenger/tookoff

i.e.,leftthegroundandstartedflying;

(b)Thedog/robber/boy/vandal/tookoff

i.e.,leftalocationsuddenly;

(c)Theproduct/business/economy/tookoff

i.e.,becamepopularorsuccessfulveryfast.

A gooddictionarywillhelplearnerswithcollocation,asitwillgive

examplesofthecommonlexisusedwithcertainmulti-wordverbs.

Usageofsomeoneandsomething Anotherfeaturethatstudentsneedto

noteistheuseofsomeoneandsomethingwithcertainmulti-wordverbs.

Particularmulti-wordverbscanhavethesamemeaningwhethertheyare

appliedtopeopleortoobjects,e.g.,"PatrickaskedPennytomarryhim,but

sheturnedhimdown,"and"Thecommitteeturneddowntheapplication,"

(i.e.,Patrick/itwasrefusedorrejected).Conversely,othermulti-word

verbscanchangetheirmeaningdependingonwhethertheyrefertopeople

ortoobjects.Compare,forexample,"IhopeIdon'tputyououtbymy

leavingworkearly,"and,"Whenalltheguestshadleft,Iputthecandles

out."Moreover,certainmulti-wordverbscanonlyrefertopeople,while

otherscanonlyrefertoobjects.Goodlearnerdictionariesprovideguidance

onthisaspectofmulti-wordverbs.

L1interferenceAsmentionedearlier,thelearners'abilitytounderstand

andusemulti-wordverbsisalsoinfluencedbytheirknowledgeoftheirown

language.TheimplicationsofL1interferencewithrespecttoprepositions

andparticlesareconsiderable.JunkoTaya-Polidori,authorofEnglish
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PhrasalVerbsinJapanese(1989),acknowledgesthatnon-literalmulti-

wordverbs:

...constituteamajorproblem...itisvitalforanyJapanesestudent

wishingtoachieveanaturalcommandofthelanguagetounder-

standthemandusethemcorrectly.

Thechallengesofmulti-wordverbsintermsofL1interferencemaynot

onlybelinguistic,butconceptualaswell.Conceptssuchas"up"and"down,"

"in"and"out,"areculturallyvariable.Side(1990:145)givestwoillustra-

tionsofthisfrom ModernGreek.Dependingonthecontext,theGreek

prepositionstocanmeanin,on,at,orto.InGreece,radiosandTVsarenot

turnedupordownasinEngland.Rathertheyare"opened"or"closed,"an

altogetherdifferentconcept.Thus,intermsoftheuseofmulti-wordverbs,

teacherswoulddowelltorememberthatwhatisobviously"up"tothem

maynotbesoobviously"up"totheirlearners.

SyntacticFeaturesofMulti-wordverbs

Studentsneedafoundationonwhichtobasetheirlearning.Aswehave

seen,theyneedtobeablesystematizeanddifferentiatebetweenthe

varietiesofmulti-wordverbsincommonuseatthelevelsofmeaningand

use.Inaddition,theyneedtobecomefamiliarwiththeelementof

systematicityatthelevelofformaswell.Studentswillberelievedtofind

thatgrammaticalpatternsortypesdo,infact,exist.Theywilllearnthat

multi-wordverbsfollow particularrulesrelatingtowordorder,tran-

sitivity,andseparability.They willalsodiscoverthatwhilecertain

multi-wordverbsoccurpredominantlyinpassiveconstructions,othersare

typicallyfollowedbyeitheragerundorinfinitiveverbform.
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WordorderFortunatelyforlearners,multi-wordverbsgenerallyfollowa

finitesequenceofstructuralpatterns.AccordingtoSinclair(2002:xix):

"Thefollowingsequencesofpatternsarethecommonestones...[and]avery

fewbasicpatternsaccountformostcases."ThetopfourlistedbySinclair

are:

1.verb+adverb+noun,

e.g.,Theboybandblastedouttheirnewsingle;"

2.verb+noun+adverb,

e.g.,"Jeffhadn'tintendedtoblurtthenewsout;"

3.verb+pronoun+adverb,

e.g.,"Jeffhadn'tintendedtoblurtitout;"

4.verb+adverb,

e.g.,"Artisticimpulsessometimesbreakthroughinhiswork."

Morewillbesaidaboutthisaspectofwordorderinthesectiondealingwith

theteachingofmulti-wordverbs.However,beforeleavingthismatter,itis

worthbearingmindthatindividualmulti-wordverbsmayexhibitparticu-

larword-ordercharacteristicsorrestrictions.

Forexample,inoneofitsmainmeanings,theverbstandfor(i.e.,

tolerate)isusuallyrestrictedtonegativeconstructions,e.g.,"Iwon'tstand

forthisnonsenseanylonger."Inaddition,whenthemulti-wordverbset

aboutisfollowedbyaverbform,thisisalmostalwaysthegerund,unlike

itsnearsynonymsstartandbeginwhichcanalsotaketheinfinitive.

Compare,forexample,"Carolesetaboutresolvingtheproblem,"and

"Carolestartedresolving/toresolvetheproblem."Similarly,whenthe

multi-wordverbendupisfollowedbyaverbform,thisisalwaysthe

gerundasin,"Iendeduptakingataxihome."

Theverbcomeby(i.e.,toobtain,getoracquire)isgenerallyusedin
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questionformsandcannotnormallybeusedinthepassivevoice.See,for

instance,"HowdidJohncomebysuchawonderfulhouse?"Whereas,the

verbcastaway(i.e.,tobeleftaloneonanisolatedisland)isalwaysusedin

thepassivevoice,e.g.,"Robinsonwascastawayonadesertislandfor

twenty-eightyears."(Cornell,1985;Rundell,2005).

TransitivityLikesingle-wordverbs,multi-wordverbscanbetransitive,

e.g.,"Ican'tmakeouthishandwriting."Similarly,multi-wordverbscan

alsobeintransitive,e.g.,"Thediscussionwentonforalongtime."

Moreover,aswithsingle-wordverbs,certainmulti-wordverbscanhavean

ergativefunctiondependingontheroleoftheagentasin,e.g.,"Resistance

fightersblewupthelastremainingbridge,"and"Theboilerinthebasement

blewup."

SeparabilityUptonow,thediscussionhasdrawnonthesyntactic

characteristicsthatsingle-wordverbssharewithmulti-wordverbs.We

nowturntoaspecificcharacteristicthatonlytransitivemulti-wordverbs

possess;thatis,sometimestheparticlecanbeseparatedfromtheverbby

thedirectobject,andsometimesitcannot.Essentially,separationis

mandatorywhenthedirectobjectisapronoun.Thus,"thefirebrigadeput

outtheblazeintenminutes"isrendered,"thefirebrigadeputitoutinten

minutes."AccordingtoCelce-Murciaetal.(1999:428):"Thelargest,most

productivecategoryofphrasalverbsarethesetransitiveseparableones."

Afurthercategoryofmulti-wordverbswheretheparticle/preposition

cannotbeseparatedfromitsverbispresentedbySeidl(1990).Thisisaset

ofinseparablemulti-wordverbssuchas,"Jimtakesafterhisfather,""Iran

intoanoldfriend,"and"Icameacrossaninterestingbookinthelibrary."
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Three-partmulti-word verbsAswith single-wordverbs,nounsand

adjectives,manymulti-wordverbstakeaspecificpreposition,e.g.,"Idon't

getalongwithmyparents,"and"Youshouldstandupforyourrights."

Thesenon-literal,intransitivethree-partmulti-wordverbsarebestlearned

asaunit.Theonlyword(s)thatcanbeaddedtosuchastringisanadverb

oradverbialexpressionbetweentheparticleandprepositionasin,"Jack

getsalongwellwithhisbrother."and"Paulhascutdownalmostcompletely

oncigarettes."Althoughthegreatmajorityofthree-partmulti-wordverbs

areintransitive,thereisalsoasetofnon-literal,transitivethree-part

multi-wordverbswherethedirectobjectintervenesbetweentheverband

theparticle,e.g.,"Ihaveputtheproblemdowntohislackofexperience,"

and"TheDemocratshaveputHillaryupforelection."(Greenbaum,1990;

Celce-Murciaetal.,1999).

PracticalSolutions:HelpingLearnersOvercomeProblemswith

Multi-wordVerbs

Inthissection,somepracticalsolutionstothelearningchallengesidenti-

fiedearlierwillbepresentedandexemplified.

Astheyoccurfrequentlyandareuseful,EFLlearnerswillprobably

meetandbegintousemulti-wordverbsfromlowlevelsonwards.Thereis

acasethereforefortreatingmulti-wordverbsaslexicalunitsatelemen-

tarylevelwithoutgoingintoanysystematictreatmentofhowtheywork.

Fromintermediatelevelonwards,studentsoftenbecomemoreinterestedin

multi-wordverbs,andthusthereisanopportunitytodealwiththemina

moresystematicmanner.Thenextsection envisageslearnersfrom

intermediatelevelandbeyondwhorequirelogicallessonsandmeaningful

materialsrelatedspecificallytothemeaning,use,andformofmulti-word

verbs.
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Meaning:Groupingmulti-wordverbs

Theliteraltonon-literalclineAconsiderablechallengeforlearnersisthe

factthatmulti-wordverbscanhaveliteral,semi-literal,ornon-literal

meanings.Inaddition,somemulti-wordverbshavemultiplemeanings,e.g.,

"Cathygotonthetrain,""TomandJerrydon'tgetonverywell,"and"Let

megetonwithmyjob!"Asisthecasehere,oftenthereisnoclear

connectionbetweenthevariousmeanings;thus,studentshavetolearneach

differentmeaningasaseparateentity.

Sometimes,however,thebasicmeaningofamulti-wordverbandthe

additionalmeaningsareclearlylinked.Thisisbecausesomeadditional

meaningsarebasedonametaphorwhichhasadirectconnectionwithits

literalorfundamentalmeaning.Forinstance,"Weblewupfortyballoons

fortheparty,""Theterroristsblewupthebuilding,"and"Thebossblewup

whenIarrived30minuteslateforwork."Thus,knowingthattheremaybe

alinkbetweenitsfundamentalandmetaphoricalsensesisusefulto

studentswhentheyareattemptingtodeducethemeaningsofanon-literal

multi-wordverb.

Onewayofdealingwiththisareaisbyexemplificationsuchasthat

above,andpracticesuchasthefollowing.Verbsthatcanbeusedinboth

literalandnon-literal/metaphoricalwayscanbepresentedinpairsof

sentences.Thestudents'taskistoexplainthetwomeanings,andthe

connectionbetweenthem.Forinstance,(1)Therewasnothinginteresting

towatch,soIswitchedofftheTV,and(2)Thelecturewassoboringthat

Iswitchedoff.

Furthermore,becausecertain multi-word verbshavenon-literal

meaningsonly,studentscantryusingtheirknowledgeoftherootverbas

wellasthecontextinordertoworkouttheirmeanings.Forexample,"The

noiseofthetrafficdrownedouthiswords."
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TopicAgoodwayofhelpingstudentslearnandretainthemeaningsof

multi-wordverbsistogroupthemaccordingtotopicareassuchasFood,

Travel,Relationships,Work,Crime,andStudentLife(Acklam,1992;

Flower,1993;Heaton,1995;Workman,1993&1995;Watcyn-Jones,2001;

McCarthyandO'Dell,2004;Wyatt,2006).Forexample,inalistening

passageonthetopicof(strained)maritalrelationships,Acklam's(1992)

targetitemsare,geton,getover,givein,goon,goout,makeout,putup

with,andsplitup.Workman(1995)hasaunitonthetopicofcrime(and

deception)whichpresentswithinthecontextofanewspaperarticlethe

targetitems,handover,takein,talkinto,comeacrossas,getawaywith,

passoffas,andseethrough.

ConceptsAnotherusefulwayofhelpingstudentslearnandretainthe

meaningsofmulti-wordverbsistogroupthemaccordingtoconceptssuch

asTime,Location,andChange.Forexample,inaunitontheconceptof

spendingtime,McCarthyandO'Dell(2004)presentaprofileof'Florence'at

workinwhichthetargetitemsare,clockon,clockoff,take(time)off,bring

forward,bepressedfor,fitin,andrunout.Then,wereadabout'Florence'

atleisureinwhichthetargetitemsare,hangout(with),knockaround,

whileaway,muckabout,andhangon.

FunctionsAfurtherwayofhelpingstudentslearnandretainthemeanings

ofmulti-wordverbsistogroupthem accordingtofunctionssuchas

DescribingPeople,GettingInformation,andPersuading.Forinstance,ina

unitonthefunctionofpersuadingothers,McCarthyandO'Dell(2004:82)

presentinavocabularynetworkandgridthirteenmulti-wordverbs,e.g.,

putacross,talkinto,talkoutof,fallforandbrushaside.Inonetaskto

follow,studentsareaskedtowritetheverbsundertheappropriate

microfunction:
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Thus,organizingmulti-wordverbsaroundtopics,concepts,orfunctionsis

probablyamoreusefulapproachthandealingwithagroupofmulti-word

verbswhich,forinstance,allhavethesamerootverbput,butaretotally

unrelatedinotherways.Moreover,ifthemulti-wordverbsarealso

presentedindiscourse,thisapproachfurtherenhancesthelearningof

meaning/use,andprovidespracticeindeducingmeaningfromcontext.As

McCarthy(2002:204)says,"Thebestwaytolearnphrasalverbsis

undoubtedlyincontext."

ParticlesWithsemi-literalmulti-wordverbsonepracticalapproachto

assimilationistogroupthemaccordingtotheparticle,becauseaswehave

seentherearecaseswhentheparticleperformsafairlyconsistentfunction

withregardtoitsinfluenceontheverb.Agoodexampleisoffwhichoften

impliesageneralsenseofseparating,moreaccuratelydescribedwith

variousmulti-wordverbsas:

(a)leavinge.g.dropoff,seeoff,takeoff

(b)stoppinge.g.breakoff,calloff,takeoff

(c)rejectinge.g.keepoff,layoff

(d)decreasinge.g.cooloff,falloff,wearoff

(e)finishinge.g.finishoff,gooff,payoff

Learnerswillnoticethat,asillustratedin(a)and(b)above,thesame

particlecanhaveadifferentsensedependingontheverbwithwhichit

combinesasin,e.g.,(a)FlightEI777toRometookoffontime;(b)Johntook

thedayoffwork.
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presentinganopinionor
tryingtopersuade

successfullypersuading people'sreactionstoper-
suasion

putacross… talkinto… brushaside…
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Furtherexamplesincludetheparticleupwhich often servesto

emphasizetheverbbyexpressingasenseofcompletion,e.g.,doup,clear

up,drinkup,andendup.Theparticleonmayaddasenseofcontinuation

totheverb,e.g.,goon,geton,keepon,stayon,carryon,anddriveon.This

lastgroupofmulti-wordverbscouldusefullybepresentedasalexicalset

tostudentswhoareworkingonthefunctionofgivingdirectionsto

locationsinatownorcity.Iflearnerscanperceiveasystembehindthese

verb+particlecombinationsviathemeaningsthatparticularparticles

possess,itwillhelpwithlearningandretention.Exercisessuchasthe

followingfrom Workman(1995:18)inwhichlearnersdeducethegeneral

meaningoftheparticlethroughwhenusedwithacertainsetofverbsalso

enhancelearningandretention.Learnersareasked:

Whatisthegeneralmeaningoftheparticlethroughinthese

examples?

(i)Shehashadalonganddifficultlife.Shehaslivedthroughtwo

worldwarsandarevolution.

(ii)Itwasahorribleandpainfulexperience.Ineverwanttogo

throughanythinglikethatagain.

(iii)DrJones'slecturesarelongandboring.Irefusetositthrough

anymoreofthem.

(iv)He'saveryheavysleeper.Ifafirealarmstartedringing,I'm

surehewouldsleepthroughit.

(v)Webothfeltmuchbetterafterwehadsatdownandtalked

throughallourproblems.

Thus,theparticlethroughisusedwithsomeverbstoexpresstheideaof

completingsomething,e.g.,tocompleteandexperience(livethrough,go
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through),tocompleteaperiodoftime(sitthrough,sleepthrough),orto

completeadiscussion(talkthrough).Goodale(2002:56)providesfurther

examplesandpracticewiththeparticlethrough.

Somerecentlypublisheddictionaries,e.g.,OxfordPhrasalVerbs(2001),

CollinsCOBUILD DictionaryofPhrasalVerbs(2002),and*Macmillan

PhrasalVerbsPlus(2005)havespecificsectionsonparticlesthatprovidea

goodtreatmentofthisareaofmeaning.Furthermore,groupingmulti-

wordverbsaccordingtotheirparticlesistheapproachtakeninmanygood

publishedworkbooksaswell.Certaintextsarewhollyorganizedbythe

particle,e.g.,Goodale(2002).InParkinson(2003),eachofthefourteen

chaptersisdedicatedtoakeyparticle,ofwhichthefivemostcommon

respectivelyare,up,out,off,on,anddown,accountingfor84%oftheone

hundredmulti-wordverbsinthistext(Brown,2004).

Otherworkbooksorganizemulti-wordverbsinarangeofways

includingbyparticle,byverb,andbytopic,e.g.,Flower(1993),Heaton,

(1995),McCarthyandO'Dell(2004),therationalebeingthatthemore

differentwaysthatlearnersmeetmulti-wordverbs,themoretheywill

learn.

Ausefulpracticeactivityforfurtherfamiliarizationandretentionof

themeaningsofparticlesisParticlesPelmanism.Thisisacardgamein

which15verbcardsand15particlecards(somecanberepeats)arespread

outfacedownandmustbeturnedupinmatchingpairs.Whenastudent

hasfoundamatchingpair,he/sheshouldputthismulti-wordverbina

sentencetoshowcorrectknowledgeofitsmeaning.Iftheothermembers

acceptthissentence,thestudentscoresapoint/keepsthematchingcards.

Studentstaketurnsturningovertwocardsatatime,andpartnershelp

eachotherdecideifamatchhasbeenmadeandwhatthemeaningand
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syntacticrestrictionsofthematchare.

Anotherusefulactivityfordealingwiththeliteralandaspectual

meaningofcertainparticlesisonebyIvins(1986),citedinCelce-Murciaet

al.(1999).Ontheboard,theteacherdrawsagridwithfiveparticlesalong

thetopandfiveverbsalongtheside.

Studentshavetomakeupsentencesforeverymulti-wordverbcom-

bination.Then,theytrytodeterminetheunderlyingliteraloraspectual

meaningoftheparticles.

In termsofreviewing themeaning and placementofparticles,

Find-the-Mistakesactivitiessuchasthefollowingarequiteusefulfor

students.Thereareeightmistakeswithparticlesinthefollowingpassage.

Finally,itislikelythatattemptstoanalyzewithstudentswhethera

particleisanadverboraprepositionmaybeproblematicandpossibly

unhelpful,sincesomeitemscanactasboth.Withmostlearners,therefore,

itmaybebettertorefertoalladverbsandprepositionsasparticles.
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up out off on down

put

get

go

take

give

Lastyear,Iwasverykeenatfootball,butIlostinterestinitwhenI

metSally.Ifellonherinabigway-itwasloveatfirstsight!Sallywas

onlyfondonmeatfirst,butlatershefellinlovewithme.Wehadalot

incommonandsoonplannedtogetmarried.Iwasengagedwithherfor

sixmonths,butthenshefinishedofme,andgotmarriedwithsome-

bodyelse.Iwasreallycutdown.Ididn'tthinkIcouldgetacrosslosing

Sally,butI'mfinenow.

Use:Exercisesonregisterandappropriacy

Apracticalactivitythatdealswiththestyleofpassagesoftext,conversa-

tionsanddialogsisonewherebystudentstransformformalpiecesoftext

sothattheyarelessformal,andviceversa,viatheuseofmulti-wordverbs

andtheirequivalentexpressions.

Forinstance,thepassagebelowfrom McCarthy&O'Dell(2001:186)

usesexpressionsthatareaccurateandmeaningful,butarenotwhata

nativespeakerofEnglishwouldnormallysayinconversation.Students

firstlistentoarecordingofthepassage,and/orreadit.Then,theyreplace

the[equivalentexpressions]withmulti-wordsverbsthataremorecommon

inconversationalEnglish.Alternatively,studentsareaskedtoreplacethe

multi-wordverbswith[equivalentexpressions]thataremoreappropriate

inaformalwrittendocument.Forillustrativepurposes,bothformaland

informalversionsaregivenbelowinthiscompositepassage.

Sarahputherownnameforward[proposed]forelectiontothe

tennisclubcommittee.Tenotherpeoplehadalsoputin[submit-

ted]proposalforms,butSarahwaselectedbecausesheisverygood

atputtingherideasacross[communicatingwithothers].Shealso

hasatalentforputtingheropponentsdown[makingsomeonelook

small].

SeeAppendixBforthecompleteversionMcCarthy&O'Dell's(2001)Put

Passage.

Therefollowsanotherexampleexerciseontheuseofanappropriatestyle

oflanguage.Althoughthedialogbelowusesformsthatareaccurateand

meaningful,perhapsanativespeakerofEnglishwouldusemulti-word
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verbsinsteadofthewordsinitalics?Studentsfirstlistentothedialog,and

thenreadit.Finally,theyreplacethewordsinitalicswithmulti-word

verbs.

CarrieWhat'swrongSusan?HaveyouhadanargumentwithPeteragain?

SusanYeah,youguessedcorrectly...

CarrieWell,whatwasitaboutthistime?

SusanHesaidthatIwasalwayscomplainingandcriticizinghim.

CarrieIsittrue?

SusanInaway,yes...ButI'vebeenfeelinginsecurebecauseIthoughthe

wasstartingtodislikeme.

CarrieHowlonghaveyoubeenseeingoneanother?

SusanAlmosttwoyearsnow.Butlastweek,Idiscoveredthathe'sbeen

havingarelationshipwithanotherwoman.

CarrieReally!Sowhatdidyoudo?

SusanItoldhimIknewthathewasdoingsomethingbad,andhesaidhe

wantedtoendourrelationship.

CarrieButIthoughtyouwereplanningtogetmarriedinSeptember?

SusanWe'vecancelledit.

CarrieWell,I'mverysorrytohearthatyoutwohaveendedyourrelation-

ship.

SusanIthinkit'lltakemealongtimetorecoverfromthis.

CarrieWell,perhapsit'sforthebest.Youwereneverreallyhappywith

him.

Key:fallenout,goingonat,goingoff,goingoutwith,foundout,goingout

with,wasupto,breakup,called...off,brokenup,getover.Adaptedfrom

Workman(1995:73).

－103－（23）

CollocationWorkcanbedoneinthisareaviaspecificallydesigned

multiple-choiceexercisesinwhichlearnersidentifycorrectandincorrect

collocations.Forinstance,inaunitwiththethemeofgovernment,voting

andelections,Workman(1995:22)providespracticewiththefollowing

multi-wordverbs,bringin,putforward,upto,coverup,andstanddown.

Learnersareasked:

Whichofthewordscanbeusedwiththemulti-wordverbs?

Uptothreeitemsmaybecorrect.

1.Thegovernmentisbringinginanew .

(a)law(b)measure(c)policy(d)PrimeMinister

2.Sheputforwardseveral .

(a)mistakes(b)suggestions(c)complaints(d)proposals

3.Hesimplyisn'tupto .

(a)examstandard(b)thejob(c)resignation(d)thetask

4.Themanagertriedtocoverup .

(a)thefortune(b)thescandal(c)themistake(d)thecrime

5.Whostooddownyesterday? .

(a)TheFrenchteacher(b)Thetypist(c)TheChairman(d)The

Chancellor

Agooddictionarywillhelpwithcollocation,asitwillgiveexamplesof

wordsthatarecommonlyassociatedwithcertainmulti-wordverbs.Itwill

show,forinstance,thattheeconomy,thevalueoftheyen,landprices,and

someone'shealthcanallbounceback(i.e.improveorrecover).Similarly,a

deal,aplan,ascheme,andanarrangementcanallfallthrough(i.e.be

abandonedorfailtobecompleted).Thus,itisimportantforstudentsto

noticeandlearn which wordsandphrasescollocatewith particular

multi-wordverbs.
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Ausefulpracticeactivityforfurtherfamiliarizationandretentionof

collocationsisthelanguagegameTakeorPutChallengebyCookeetal.

(2002).Thisisaboardgameinwhichstudentshavetocrossfromoneside

totheother,makingsentenceswithmulti-wordverbsusingtakeorput.

Students,dividedintotwoteams,getaboardandasetof24cardsplaced

facedownonthetable.Onthecardsarewordsandexpressionsthat

collocatewitheithertakeorput,e.g., acigaretteout, adayoff,and

upwiththenoise.Playersbeginbypickingupacard,decidingifthe

word/expressioncollocateswithtakeorput,andthentheymakea

sentence.Ifthesentenceisgrammaticallycorrectandmeaningful,theteam

advancesacrosstheboard.Playthenmovestotheotherteam.Theteam

thatcrossestheboardfirstwins.

Thisactivity givesstudentsfurtherpracticenotonly with the

collocationandmeaningofvarioustakeandputmulti-wordverbs,butalso

withthesyntacticpropertiesoftheseverbsaswell.Forinstance,students

mustrecallwhetherthemulti-wordverbusessomeoneand/orsomething,

andwhethertheobjectisplacedbeforeoraftertheparticle,aswellas

whetherthemulti-wordverbisfollowedbyagerundorinfinitiveform.

Whenearlierexemplifyingpracticeactivitieswithdifferentregisters,

McCarthy&O'Dell's(2001:186)PutPassagewaspresented.Itwillhave

beennoticedthatinthispassageallthemulti-wordverbscontainedthe

samerootverbput.Infact,thereareseventeenputmulti-wordverbsinthe

completepassage.Althoughsomewhatcontrived,thePutPassagereminds

studentsoftheremarkablerangeofmeaningandfrequencyofusethat

certainmulti-wordverbshave.Similarly,theGotchapassagebyDrehmel

(1996:30)servestoremindstudentsofthealmostpervasivenatureof

multi-wordverbswiththerootverbget.Althoughhighlycontrived,

Drehmelclaimsthatherpassageis"...avehicleforrecognizingandusing

emphatics,[phrasalverbs],idioms,andslang.Bylearningtoidentifythese
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elementsoflessformalwriting,studentscanexpandtheirnon-classroom

vocabulary."Herpassagebeginsthus:

ThismorningIgotupat7:00.Aftergettingshowered,Igot

dressed.ThenIgotmyownbreakfastsincenoneofmyroommates

hadgottenbackfrom vacationyet.Afterbreakfast,andhaving

gottenonmycoat,...

Therearesixtyinstancesofgetinthisfivehundred-wordpassage(see

AppendixCforthefullpassage).Althoughnotalltheinstancesofget

involvemulti-wordverbs,studentsaregiventheopportunitytolearn

whichonesdo,andwhichonesdonot.Moreover,theGotchapassage

challengesstudentstorewriteitwithoutusingget,replacingitwith

equivalentsingle-word verbs,alternativemulti-word verbs,orother

appropriatesingle/multi-wordparaphrasesinmodernAmericanEnglish.

Grammaticalform:Presentationandpracticeactivities

SixpatternsEverymulti-wordverbhasaruleforwordorder,and

multi-wordverbswhichhavemultiplemeaningscanhaveseveralword

orderrules.Forteaching/learningpurposes,multi-wordverbscanbe

dividedintostructuralpatternsdependingonthewordorderrulesthey

follow.Cowie&Mackin(1975),Seidl&McMordie(1988),andSeidl(1990)

useaschemeofsixbasicverbpatterns:threefortransitiveverbs,andthree

forintransitiveverbs.Thesixpatternsare:
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Bystudyingthissystem,learnersmaybebetterabletoassimilatethe

rangeofstructuralpatternsthatmulti-wordverbscanhave.Also,they

willunderstandthatwordorderdependsonwhetheraverbisfollowedby

aparticle(adverbial)orapreposition.Moreover,thesixpatternsindicate

exactlywherethedirectobject,prepositionorparticlearepositioned.

Furthermore,asshowninmostlearnerdictionaries,thewordssomeoneor

somethingindicatewherethedirectobjectand/ortheobjectofthe

prepositionusuallystand.Studentsshouldnotethis,asthemeaningof

somemulti-wordverbsdependsonthepresenceandpositionof:(a)a

prepositionalobject,or(b)adirectobject,asin,forinstance:

(a)Hesawthroughtheplan(Pattern2),

i.e.,herealizedthedeceptionoftheplan.

(b)Hesawtheplanthrough(Pattern4),

i.e.,heperseveredandcompletedtheplan.
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Pattern1.Intransitiveverb+particle

e.g.,takeoff,passout,fallthrough

Pattern2.Intransitiveverb+preposition

e.g.,gooffsomeone/something,countonsomeone/something

Pattern3.Intransitiveverb+particle+preposition

e.g.,putupwithsomeone/something,lookuptosomeone

Pattern4.Transitiveverb+particle

e.g.,bringsomeoneup,packsomethingin

Pattern5.Transitiveverb+preposition

e.g.,talksomeoneintosomething,landsomeonewithsomething

Pattern6.Transitiveverb+particle+preposition

e.g.,fixsomeoneupwithsomething,putsomeoneuptosomething

FourtypesAcklam (1992),Workman(1993;1995)andSoarsetal.,(2003)

outlinefourtypesofmulti-wordverbsintheirsystem.Regardingword

orderrules,Workman(1995:12)says:"Mostmulti-wordverbsbelongtoone

offourbasictypes."Theseare:

ItcanbeseenthatthereisacertaindegreeofoverlapbetweenSeidl's(1990)

sixpatternsandWorkman's(1995)fourtypes.Itisperhapssufficetosay

thattheyroughlymapontoeachother.Itisnoteworthy,however,that

whileAcklam (1992)andWorkman(1995)donotexplicitlydifferentiate

betweendirectobjectsandprepositionalobjectsintheirsystem,Seidl(1990)

doesnothighlightthenotionofseparabilityinhersystem.Therefore,

ratherthanconductfurtheranalysisoftheseattemptstosystematizethe

formofmulti-wordverbs,itmaybemoreappropriatetoexplorehowthey

maybenefitstudents'understanding.

OneapproachmightbetointroduceandpracticeWorkman's(1995)

fourtypesasstudentsprogressthroughtheintermediatelevels;whilethose

studentsattheadvancedlevelsmayfindthesomewhatmoredetailed

treatmentofferedbySeidl's(1990)sixpatternstobemoreuseful.Nonethe-

less,whicheversystemisused,studentsstillhaveachallengeinrecognizing

andapplyingthesewordorderrulestothemulti-wordverbstheylearn.
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Type1:verb+adverb(intransitive+inseparable)

e.g.,breakdown,passout,takeoff

Type2:verb+adverb+object(transitive+separable)

e.g.,turnsomethingoff,putsomethingoff

Type3:verb+preposition+object(transitive+inseparable)

e.g.,lookaftersomeone,takeaftersomeone

Type4:verb+adverb+preposition+object(transitive+twoinseparable

particles)e.g.,putupwithsomething,standupforsomeone
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Ontopofthis,thereisalsotheproblemofexceptions.Forinstance,if

weconsiderWorkman's(1995)system,somemulti-wordverbsbehaveas

morethanonetype,e.g.

Howisshegettingon? (Type1)

Howisshegettingonwithit? (Type4)

Inaddition,certainergativemulti-wordverbsseemtooverlapTypes1and2:

Didtheyshutthefactorydown?(Type2)

Yes,itshutdownlastweek? (Type1)

Finally,certainmulti-wordverbsdonotbelongtoanyofthefourbasic

types,e.g.,"Paulpassedhimselfoffasaweddingpastor."

If,forinstance,teachers/learnersadoptWorkman'sfourtypes,syntactic

propertiessuchastransitivityandseparabilityneedtobenotedfromthe

outset.Theuseandpositionsomeone/somethingwillalsobeanindication

astowhetheramulti-wordverbisType1,Type2,Type3,orType4.

Learnerscandoavarietyexercisesonform,involvingtheidentification,

manipulationandtransformationofsentencesinvolvingthefourbasic

types.Furtherexercisesshouldincludedrillsandgap-filltasks.

Havingintroducedacertainnumberofmulti-wordverbsoverhalfa

term,forinstance,learnerscanbeaskedtorecallandcategorizethem

accordingtothewordorderrulestheyfollow,andwritethem inthe

appropriatesectiononagrid,suchastheonebelow.
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Thiskindofpracticeshouldaidretentionandencouragestudentstokeep

notesonwhichwordordertypeaparticularmulti-wordverbbelongsto.

Theyshouldalsonotewhichverbsdonotfitthesecategories,andremem-

berthatsomemulti-wordverbscanbelongtomorethanonetype.

Todrillthesyntacticpropertiesandmeaningsofeverydaymulti-word

verbs,Celce-Murciaetal.(1999:436)suggestmimingdailyroutineswithin

whichanumberofdifferentmulti-wordverbsareincorporated.Atfirst,

theteacherreadsouttheroutineandmimestheactions.Later,theteacher

cansimplyusemimetoelicittheroutineorallyfrom thestudents.Two

dailyroutinesthatcanbeusedareasfollows:

MorningRoutine

Myalarmgoesoffat6:00.Iwakeup.Iturnoffmyalarm.Istretch

inbedandIgetup.Igotomyclosetandtakeoutmyslippers.Iput

themon...

TelephoneRoutine

Iwanttocallmyclassmate.Ilookuphernumberinthetelephone

bookandIwriteitdown.Ipickupthereceiveranddialthe

number.Thelineisbusy,soIhangup.Iwillcallbacklater.
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Type1:intransitiveandinseparable

growapart,makeup,splitup,...

Type2:transitiveandseparable

letsomeonedown,callsomethingoff,sortsomethingout,...

Type3:transitiveandinseparable

fallforsomeone,standbysomeone,gooffsomeone,...

Type4:transitiveandtwoinseparableparticles

makeupforsomething,lookdownonsomeone,standupforsomeone/some-

thing,...
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Otherdrillstakethefollowingform.Studentslistentothesentences,which

areeitherreadoutbytheteacherorplayedbackonCD.Then,thestudents

saythesentences,usingthemulti-wordverbprompts.Forexample:

Teacher: I'mstartingtodislikehim(gooff).

Students: I'mstartingtogooffhim.

Teacher: Theweddinghasbeencancelled(calloff).

Students: Theweddinghasbeencalledoff.

Thesecontrolledpracticeexerciseswouldideallyleadontofreepractice

activitiessuchaspersonalizedquestionse.g.,"Whatisyourideaofagood

friend?"topracticeatargetitemsuchas"Someonewhostandsbymein

difficulttimes."Indeed,songlyricsandtheirrecordingsareanexcellent

wayofinculcatingthesyntacticpropertiesofmulti-wordverbs.Consider,

forexample,StandbyMebyBenE.King(1961):

Whenthenighthascome

Andthelandisdark

Andthemoonistheonlylightwe'llsee

No,Iwon'tbeafraid,noIwon'tbeafraid

Justaslongasyoustand,standbyme...
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Someteachersusesongsexclusivelyforthepresentationandpracticeof

multi-wordverbs.Upendran(2001),forexample,believesthat:

Usingsongsprovidesanidealcontextforstudentstolearnnew

phrasalverbs.Theenthusiasmgeneratedbysongswillenablethe

teachertodiscussthosephrasalverbs,whichhavebeenbroughtup

bythestudents,andnotthoserandomlyselectedbytheteacheror

thetextbookwriter.Makingstudentslearnthesongswillensure

thattheywillremembernotonlythemeaning,butalsohowtouse

thephrasalverb.

Inordertobolstertherecyclingofmulti-wordverbsinspeaking,

teacherscansetuprole-plays,discussions,languagegames,andGrammar

Auctions(Brown,1995).Moreover,toenhancetheuseofmulti-wordverbs

in writing,picturestoriesofpreviously presented listening/reading

passagescanformthefoundationforwrittenrecounts.Seeexamplesfrom

Workman(1993)inAppendixD.

SeparabilityInordertogivestudentspracticewiththerestrictions

regardingverb-particleseparability,theycanbegivenshortpassagesin

whichtheparticleissometimesmisplaced.Whentheparticleisinthe

wrongplace,studentsshouldcircleitanddrawanarrowtoindicateits

correctposition.Forinstance,
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Maryfinallydecidedtoprepareadinnerpartyforherfriends;shehad

putoffitfortoolong.Afewdaysearliershehadpreparedachicken

curryandputitinthefreezertomakesureitdidnotgooff.Onthe

morningofthedinnerpartyshetookoutitfromthefreezer.Shethen

putitonthecountertothawoutit.Thensheputasaladtogether.
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NounandadjectivederivativesLearnersshouldnotethatcertainmulti-

wordverbscanbeconvertedintonounsoradjectivesbycombiningthe

infinitiveformoftheverbwiththeparticle.Forexample,"Twoarmedmen

heldupBarclaysBank;Ifirstheardaboutthehold-upontheradio."And

"MycarbrokedownyesterdayandIhadtocallabreakdownservicetohelp

me."Verb+particlenounandadjectivederivativesaresometimeswritten

withahyphen,e.g.,acheck-indesk,andablocked-updrain.Sometimes

theyarewrittenwithout,e.g.,collegedropouts,andabreakdowntruck.In

addition,somemulti-wordverbshavenounformswheretheparticlecomes

first,e.g.,setoutbecomesoutset,andfalldownbecomesdownfall.Students

shouldnotetheseintheirwrittenrecordsofmulti-wordverbs.McCarthy

andO'Dell(2004)provideintermediatestudentswithagoodtreatmentof

thisarea.

WrittenrecordsFinally,teachersshouldshowstudentshowtokeepgood

writtenrecordsofthenewmulti-wordverbsthattheymeet.Studentscould

perhapsreserveasectionoftheirvocabularynotebooks,withapagefor

eachofthesixmostcommonparticles.Someprofitabledebatemightarise

asstudentscometodecidewhichcategoryofagivenparticleanew

multi-wordverbbelongsto;aswehaveseen,acommonparticlesuchasoff

mayhavefivecategoriesofmeaning.

Alternatively,studentsmaychoosetoorganizetheirrecordsseman-

ticallybytopicortheme,e.g.,Family,Health,Relationships,Work,and

Leisure.Somefamily-centeredmulti-wordverbsthatcouldbeincludedare,

bringup,counton,fallout,getonwith,gettogether,lookafter,lookupto,

runaway,andtelloff.Furtherdetailssuchasfundamentalandmetaphor-

icalsenses,specificmeaning,connotations,andequivalentexpressionscan

alsobenoted.Registerandstyle,collocations,andnoun/adjectivederiva-

tivescanberecordedaswell.
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Learnersshouldalsobeencouragedtorecordmulti-wordverbsina

waythatindicateswordordertype,e.g.,theuseandpositionofsomeone/-

somethingcandeterminewhetheramulti-wordverbisType1,Type2,

Type3,orType4.Whethertheverbisgenerallyusedinthepassivevoice,

orisfollowedbygerundorinfinitiveformscanalsobewritten.Flower

(1993)haspreparedtemplatesformulti-wordverbrecordkeepinginthe

YourPersonalListsectionofhistext;therearepagesreservedforcommon

particles,e.g.up,out,on,off,in,anddown;andpagesforcommonverbs,

e.g.,put,get,go,take,come,andbe.

Essentially,itisrecommendedthatstudentswriteintheirrecordsat

leasttwokeypiecesofdataforeachofthethreeareas:themeaning,use,

andformofmulti-wordverbs.

Conclusion

Multi-wordverbsarenotuniquetoEnglish.Theyare,however,different

enoughfrom verbsinmanyotherlanguages,andcommonenoughin

Englishtoposeconsiderablelearningchallengesforstudents(Celce-Murcia

etal.,1999).Itisapparentthatthetraditionalapproachoutlinedatthe

beginningofthispaperisinadequate,eitherinthatitfailstoproduce

learnablesystems,orthatitproducessystemsofthewrongkind.Connec-

tionsshouldalwaysbemadesoastoestablishamulti-wordverb'scontext

withinthelanguage,toshow,forinstance,thattheyaremeaningfully

metaphoricalratherthanconfusinglyrandom.

Inpractice,thismeansgroupingmulti-wordverbstogetheraccording

totheirparticles,topic/thematicareas,concepts,orfunctions.Intermsof

presentation,contextualizationviatheuseoftext-basedmaterialsisvital.

Itisreceivedwisdomthatthelearningofvocabularyisfarmoreeffective

andfarmoremeaningfulifitisseenandunderstoodincontext,andnot
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simplyinalonglistofunrelatedwords.Asfarasmulti-wordverbsare

concerned,contextualizationisparticularlyimportantwhenyoutakeinto

considerationthechallengesofidiomaticityandwordorder.Furthermore,

by studying multi-wordverbsin contextlearnersgettoknow the

collocationalpatternsthattheymostfrequentlyoccurin.

Finally,whenstudentsarecapableofdeterminingwhenitisappropri-

atetouseamulti-wordverbratherthanasingle-wordverb,andwhenthey

knowwhichgapsinthelanguagearebestcoveredbymulti-wordverbs,

theyarethentrulyontheroadtowritingandspeakingnaturalEnglish.
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AppendixA

AnexampleofaCommonParticlenetworkinthedictionaryMacmillan

PhrasalVerbsPlus(2005)London:Macmillan
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