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It is also part of a recognition, developed during the Romantic
movement and given new metaphors of rationality by Freud, that art,
so far as it is public communication, must share in a common code of
surface meaning, that it necessarily impoverishes and generalizes the
unique, individual life-force of unconscious creation. Ideally each poet
should have his own language, singular to his expressive need; given
the social, conventionalized nature of human speech, such language can

only be silence. ("Silence and the Poet" 49)
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"A civilization of words is a civilization distraught." It is one in which
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the constant inflation of verbal counters has so devalued the once
numinous act of written communication that there is almost no way
for the valid and the genuinely new to make themselves heard. ("The

Silence and the Poet" 53)
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In "Daddy" she wrote one of the very few poems I know of in any
language to come near the last horror. It achieves the classic act of
generalization, translating a private, obviously intolerable hurt into a
code of plain statement, of instantaneously public images which
concern us all. Tt is the "Guernica" of modern poetry. ("Dying Is an

Art" 301)
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What baffles in this instance, though, are not Steiner's ideas but their
transference almost verbatim into the mouth of Hitler, as if Steiner's
understanding of Hitler were identical with the latter's self-
understanding. Moreover, by releasing a number of his previously
considered i1deas into the mouth of Hitler, Steiner has reduced his
thought from the more disciplined tones of exposition to the level of a

pompous political harangue. (98)
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Steiner was strongly taken by the histrionic Hitler, in whom he
believed he had discovered a family resemblance to "the people of the
word." Since he has long defined the Jewish vocation as essentially
linguistic, and since he likewise understands the power of Hitler as
rooted in the power of words, the temptation to incarnate the Nazi
Fihrer as an exaggerated type of the Jew must have been strong. As
essayist, Steiner probably would have resisted it, but as fiction writer
he felt free to follow it out and ended up projecting a Hitler who not

only wantonly defies the historical record but does so with a bravado
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that appeals to the worst of human passions. (101)
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What did that epileptic rabbi ask of man? That he renounce the world,
that he leave mother and father behind, that he offer the other cheek
when slapped, that he render good for evil, that he love his neighbor as
himself, no, far better, for self-love is an evil thing to be overcome. Oh
grand castration! Note the cunning of it. Demand of human beings
more than they can give, demand that they give up their stained,
selfish humanity in the name of a higher ideal, and you will make of

them cripples, hypocrites, mendicants for salvation. (165)
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That imperative was stated and restated innumerable times in the
course of Western history. It is the staple of Christian ethics, of the
Christian doctrine of right living. How many could hope to respond
adequately? In how many human careers were these prescripts of
ascetic love, of compassion, of self-suppression, more than a Sunday
tag? Apologetics of practical life, the prodigal economics of repen-
tance, and "a fresh start," papered over the deep cracks between secular
existence and the eschatological demand. (In the Bluebeard's Castle

42)
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Using theological metaphors, and there is no need to apologize for
them in an essay on culture, the holocaust may be said to mark a
second Fall. We can interpret it as a voluntary exit from the Garden
and a programmatic attempt to burn the Garden behind us. Lest its
remembrance continue to infect the health of barbarism with debilitat-

ing dreams or with remorse. (46)
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Teku had not understood the words, only their meaning. Whose
brazen pulse carried all before it. He had leaped up to cry out "Proved."
To cry it to the earth twice and twice to the north as is the custom. But
the air seemed to be exploding around him. Loud drumbeats hammer-
ing closer and closer, driving his voice back into his throat. He looked
up, his ears pounding.

The first helicopter was hovering above the clearing. The second
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